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Sharing the Bounty, Internet-style
by Maureen Farmer

As a child I had 
more plants in my 
room than my par-

ents had in the rest of  the 
house. I even remembered 
to water them each week. 
As my parents prepared 
their vegetable garden each 
year, I recall being inter-
ested in helping to plant the 
seeds. Since I was a picky 
eater, I wasn’t as excited about harvesting 
and having to eat the vegetables. Maybe 
that was because I didn’t, and still don’t, 
eat tomatoes.

I became an adult, bought a home, 
and things changed. Several years ago, 
I tried vegetable gardening in a raised 
bed, 3 feet wide by 6 feet long, to save 
money and become more self-sufficient. 
I was thrilled with the results and discov-
ered a passion for vegetable gardening. 
The following year, in 2007, I became a 
master gardener through the University 
of  Connecticut Cooperative Extension 
System.

In addition to several perennial gar-
dens, I now have 10 raised beds for grow-
ing vegetables behind and along the west 
side of  my house. I add to the varieties 
of  vegetables I grow every year and even 
built a cold frame for growing greens 
year-round. I usually pick more produce 
than I can eat, freeze, dehydrate and give 
away. I realized that it makes me happy 
to give my extra vegetables and herbs to 
my family, friends and neighbors. 

People seem genuinely happy to re-
ceive a bag of  mixed greens or a zucchini, 
and their happiness reflects back on me. 
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
May 2 – Board meeting, CHS office, 

Rocky Hill, 7 p.m.

May 3 – June CHS Newsletter  
deadline 

May 9 – Program meeting, Tim 
Boland, “The Story of  The Polly 
Hill Arboretum,” West Hartford  
(see page 3) 

May 13 (tentative) – Peony nursery 
tour, Thomaston (see page 7)

June 9 – Special event at Broken 
Arrow Nursery, Hamden  
(see page 7)

A social enterprise is a 
for-profit business with a 
mission to address a social 
or environmental need. 
My mission is to enable 
more people to have access  
to home gardens and 
healthier food.

I have expanded my 
original idea of  simply shar-
ing excess produce to one 

that involves building local communities 
of  gardeners across the country. Free 
registration at the website allows mem-
bers to search and post classified ads to 
share homegrown fruits and vegetables, 
tools, gardening space or other garden-
ing-related items and activities with 
people in their local area. Food banks and 
individuals can post “wanted” classifieds 
for surplus food or other items. The 
Farmer’s Garden currently has members 
from almost every state.

Visitors to the site must be registered 
to view or search classified posts. The 
default search radius is 10 miles from 
the zip code entered on the registration 
form. The search radius can be modified 
to be between one and 100 miles.

As the saying goes, one of  the most dif-
ficult things to give away is kindness; it 
usually comes back to you.

Those experiences led me to create 
The Farmer’s Garden, an online place 
for gardeners to share surplus produce. 
I started the website, thefarmersgarden.
com, in 2009 as a hobby. In 2012, I en-
tered a business competition sponsored 
by StartUp Weekend, an organization 
that brings together entrepreneurs and 
aspiring entrepreneurs for a few days to 
learn if  business start-up ideas are solid. 
I won a social enterprise award in that 
seminar. My prize was a free spot in a 
social enterprise business-accelerator 
program offered by a Hartford-based 
nonprofit organization called reSET. 
This made me believe that my idea could 
become a successful business.

CHS Board Nominations 2013-2014 
The CHS Nominations Committee is pleased to announce the following slate of   

Board of  Directors officers and members for the 2013-2014 year.

Board officers
President—Nancy Brennick Vice President—Tom Christopher 
Secretary—To be announced  Treasurer—Ken Stubenrauch (interim)

Immediate Past President—Steve Silk
                       

Board members with terms expiring in 2014
Elizabeth Morin  t  Elaine Widmer   

  
Board members with terms expiring in 2015

 Sarah Bailey  t  Christine Pane  t  Joan Stubenrauch  t  Kevin Wilcox

Board members with terms expiring in 2016
Barry Avery (new)  t  Ellen Bender (new)  t  Fairlee Latawic (re-election)   

 
The election of  officers and board members will be held at the beginning of  the 
 May 9 program meeting. Members may nominate other names then, if  desired.   

                                                                                                      —Respectfully submitted,
                                                                            Steve Silk, nominations chair
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permitted under Section 170 of  the Inter-
nal Revenue Service Code. Reproduction 
of  the CHS Newsletter in whole or part 
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© Copyright 2013

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the June issue is May 3. Costs listed below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

May Plant Sales
Many garden clubs hold annual plant 
sales in May, including
—Cherry Brook Garden Club, May 5, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., Canton Town Hall parking 
lot, Collinsville; 
—North Haven Garden Club, May 11, 9 
a.m.-noon, North Haven town green;
—East Windsor Garden Club, May 18, 
9 a.m.-noon, 149 North Rd. (Golden 
Gavel parking lot);  
—Glastonbury Garden Club and Evergreen 
Garden Club, May 18, 9 a.m.-noon, Hub-
bard Green, Glastonbury (corner of  
Main and Hubbard streets); and
 —Wallingford Garden Club, May 18, 9 
a.m.-noon, corner of  Route 150 and 
Route 5. 

Nonstop Plants
On Thursday, May 9, noon, Margaret 
Roach talks to the West Hartford Garden 
Club about the year-round garden. Loca-
tion: Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
2080 Boulevard. Donation: $10. Reserva-
tions required: 860-521-2439.

Herb Talk
The North Haven Garden Club learns 
about herbs May 9, 7:30 p.m., North Ha-
ven Congregational Church, 28 Church 
St., $5, 203-239-0374.
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library

From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Hill-Stead May Market
The annual market May 10 and 11, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., at the Hill-Stead Museum in 
Farmington features speaker Carolyne 
Roehm on May 10. On May 11, CHS 
members Lynn Cavo and Alice Willard 
show how to make fairy houses and Steve 
Silk leads a tour of  the Sunken Garden. 
Adult admission: $12. Additional fees and 
schedule: 860-677-4787, hillstead.org.

Insects and their Stories
John Himmelman speaks about insects at 
the Wallingford Garden Club on May 14, 
11:30 a.m., First Congregational Church, 
23 South Main St., $5, 203-269-0549.

 ‘Bella Primavera’ Luncheon
The Cherry Brook Garden Club of  
Canton holds its annual luncheon May 
14, noon, First Congregational Church 
of  Canton, 184 Cherry Brook Rd., $20. 
Reservations: 860-693-3048.

Daylilies for Sale
The Connecticut Daylily Society holds 
its annual daylily sale May 18, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., Avon Senior Center, Sycamore 
Hills Recreation Center, 635 West Avon 
Rd. (Route 167), Avon. Information: 
Ctdaylily.com/CDS.html; 860-243-3422; 
day of  sale, 860-305-4933. 

Litchfield County Garden Event
LionRock Farm in Sharon hosts the 
annual Trade Secrets plant, topiary and 
garden antiques sale May 18, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Admission: $35 (“early-buying” 
admission, $100). On May 19, four pri-
vate gardens are open for touring. Tour 
tickets: $70 ($60 in advance). The event 
benefits Women’s Support Services of  
the Northwest Corner. Call 860-364-
1080, visit www.tradesecretsct.com.

Heirloom Festival
Comstock, Ferre & Co. hosts its free 
heirloom festival May 26, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
featuring speakers, live music, vintage 
crafters and children’s entertainment. 
Location: 263 Main St., Wethersfield. 
Visit comstockferre.com for festival in-
formation and a schedule of  free lectures 
on Sundays.

West End Garden Tour 
Hartford’s West End Civic Association 
hosts “Gardens Around the West End,” 
a self-guided tour of  12 gardens in the 
historic neighborhood on June 1 (rain 
date, June 2), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Get a map 
on tour day at Central Supermarket, 550 
Farmington Ave., Hartford. Suggested 
donation, $20. Visit westend.org, email 
gardensaround@gmail.com.

Letter from the President
Dear Fellow Gardeners, 

How can it be May already? I know I’m not alone in ask-
ing that. Why isn’t the soil temperature over 48 degrees?  
Yikes, I pruned, weeded, raked, and I’m still behind. Is it 
my gardener attitude? My Connecticut Yankee standards? 
My perfectionist something? Oh, well, won’t it be better 
next year? Of  course!

How is your garden different this year compared to 
last? And how has being a CHS member contributed to 
that difference? Tell us and you could win a free year of  
membership dues next year. Come on, tell us. Is the grass 
multi-textured and flowering because of  speaker Tom Christopher’s lawn advice? Are 
your beds “edited,” not coiffed, in the style of  Rick Darke? Will the birds and bees still 
be flitting come fall because you got Stephanie Cohen’s message that “fall-scaping” 
is a good plan regardless of  the season? What kind of  changes does your version of  
Roger Doiron’s advice to “eat the view” mean? Get your inner garden writer goin’ 
and send your answer in 250 words or less to the CHS office by June 10. We can’t 
wait to read your thoughts and share them with members.

For CHS, May means that we state where the society’s budget stands after the first 
six months of  the fiscal year. The report submitted by our treasurer projects income 
to be about $11,000 less than what we anticipated (see page 4). At the same time, 
we’ve held expenses to plan. The biggest shortfall is in membership. The forecast was 
based on at least 900 members; we currently stand at 770. It costs CHS nearly $115 
per member per year to deliver our programs and benefits, yet the average amount 
paid in dues is $35. Given that value, shouldn’t it be easy to attract new gardeners to 
CHS? Sure. That said, we need your help. So that we don’t go into next year with the 
same fiscal shortfall, we need you to bring one friend to our May and June program 
meetings. For coming with you they will get in free. That’s a $10 gift! And for new 
members who sign up at these meetings, their benefits will start at once and extend 
through August 2014.

So, write to us about your CHS experience as exemplified in your garden and 
bring a friend in May and June and let them in on “the best gardening bargain in 
Connecticut,” CHS.

See you at the meeting and, in the meantime, don’t forget your sunscreen!

Nancy B.

Peony Tour, Cricket Hill Garden
TENTATIVE: Monday, May 13, 10 
a.m.-noon (Call the CHS office to confirm.)
Cricket Hill Garden, Thomaston
Visit Cricket Hill Garden at peak bloom 
time of  one of  the world’s most elegant, 
mystical plants, the peony. Immerse 
yourself  in the beauty and fragrance of  
peonies as you stroll with CHS friends 
through seven acres of  terraced wood-

Download a registration form for the peony program from cthort.org. Be sure to provide an email 
address or telephone number when you register. Without that information, CHS has no way of  
contacting you in the event of last-minute program changes. Please note that the open-bowl terrarium 
workshop scheduled for May 16 has been cancelled. 

CHS
EVENTS

land gardens. Our guide is Dan Fur-
man, who tantalized us at our October 
program meeting with beautiful pho-
tographs of  the three kinds of  peonies 
grown at Cricket Hill: tree, herbaceous 
and intersectional. Participants receive a 
10 percent plant discount on tour day. 
Fee: CHS members, $5; nonmembers, 
$10. Limit: 25. Date of  tour subject to 
change, based on bloom time.

CHS Special Event: Luminous Laurels 
CHS is planning a unique, daylong event 
on Sunday, June 9, that celebrates the 
mountain laurel blooms at Broken Ar-
row Nursery in Hamden and honors 
owner Dick Jaynes, for whom a CHS 
scholarship at Naugatuck Valley Com-
munity College is being named. Find 
details at cthort.org and in the June CHS 
Newsletter.
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 

Date:  Thursday, May 9*

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

The Story of The Polly Hill Arboretum  
May 9*— Tim Boland  

West Tisbury, Mass.

Horticulturalist Polly Hill 
(1907-2007) planted a 
seed in 1958 on Martha’s 

Vineyard, and from that effort and 
her passion came a 60-acre jewel 
of  an arboretum. The Polly Hill 
Arboretum in West Tisbury, Mass., 
boasts renowned collections of  
conifers, hollies and stewartia, 
which grow among a dazzling 
array of  rhododendrons, azaleas, 
magnolias and other plant speci-
mens, many of  them rare. 

Tim Boland, executive director 
of  the arboretum, is a nationally 
recognized plantsman with wide-
ranging interests and an author, 
photographer and lecturer.

Before moving to Martha’s Vine-
yard, he was curator of  horticulture 
at the Morton Arboretum in Lisle, 
Ill. He has an undergraduate degree 
in landscape horticulture and a 
master’s degree in botany and plant pa-
thology from Michigan State University 
with a specialization in plant ecology and 
systematics.

Boland is active in many plant so-
cieties and currently is the registration 
authority for the genus Magnolia for the 
Magnolia Society International. He is 
assembling a modern flora for Martha’s 
Vineyard and nearby islands. More 
recently, he has been involved with 
overseas and national plant collecting 
expeditions in an effort to further ex-
pand the arboretum’s national collection 
of  stewartia. 

Expanding on Polly Hill’s dedication 
of  growing plants from seed, Boland 
will touch upon expeditions to Japan 
and the southeastern United States and 
the plants that continue the legendary 
horticulturalist’s legacy.   

Visit www.pollyhillarboretum.org.

May meeting reminder
May is the annual meeting of  CHS, and business matters including nominating 
new board members (see back cover) and a membership vote on the proposed 
increase in dues are conducted in advance of  the speaker’s talk. 

The CHS Board of  Directors is recommending an increase in dues in six of  
seven categories of  membership beginning in September, the start of  the 2013-
2014 year. The increase is needed to cover increases in operating expenses.

With the proposed increase, the dues would be as follows:

Individual ........................................$45 ($5 increase)
Senior Individual ............................$40 ($5 increase)
Family ..............................................$65 ($15 increase)
Senior Family ..................................$60 ($15 increase)
Student with ID .............................Free (no change)
Business/Organization .................$70 ($10 increase)
Sustaining ........................................$125 ($25 increase)

All members present at the annual meeting on May 9, 2013, will be eligible to 
vote on the proposal. The last time dues were raised was in September 2010.

Glorious Gardens of the United Kingdom   
*Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew * Wisley * Hever Castle * Sissinghurst

* Blenheim Palace * London city tour * Gardens of the Cotswolds * High tea
Monday, Sept. 16 – Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2013   

Day 4:  Hampton Court Palace, set amid 
60 acres of  manicured gardens on the 
upper reaches of  the River Thames, and 
Tudor Palace and the Baroque Palace; 
Wisley, the flagship gardens of  the Royal 
Horticultural Society, where the Wisley 
steward escorts us on a 90-minute tour of  
the many formal and informal gardens. 

Day 5: Hever Castle, childhood home 
of  King Henry VIII’s second wife, 
Anne Boleyn; Sissinghurst, the famous 
garden created in the 1930s by Vita 
Sackville-West and her husband Harold 
Nicholson.  

Day 6: Blenheim Palace, home to the elev-
enth Duke and Duchess of  Marlborough 
and birthplace of  Sir Winston Churchill; 
Christ Church College at Oxford.

Ojourney begins Monday, Sept. 
16, with a motorcoach ride to 
Newark Airport for an over-

night flight to London. Upon arrival at 
London Heathrow Airport the following 
day, we enjoy a tour of  London. Lunch is 
at Covent Garden, the site of  the ancient 
fruit and vegetable market transformed 
into a vibrant pedestrian-friendly area. 
Then we check into our hotel and share 
a welcome dinner. Here are more trip 
highlights: 

Day 3: Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, 
a World Heritage site and home to the 
world’s largest collection of  living plants 
(over 30,000 types) and assorted buildings; 
Syon Park, home to the Dukes of  Nor-
thumberland for more than 400 years. 

Day 7: The Cotswolds, an area of  tiny 
stone-housed villages and lovely country-
side; Hidcote Manor Gardens; Kiftsgate 
Court Gardens; an English high tea in 
the Cotwolds.

Days 8 & 9: Returning to London, we 
stop to see Olympic Park and then cel-
ebrate our holiday with our farewell din-
ner. We return home the next day, Sept. 
24, savoring memories of  a great trip. 
Cost: Members, $3,895 per person, twin; 
$4,695, per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $100. Deposit: $500 per person, due 
by April 19. Final payment: due May 1. 
Includes round-trip flights to London, motor-
coach, guide while in U.K., 7 nights hotel, 
tax, baggage, 7 full English breakfasts, 4 
dinners, sightseeing per itinerary, $50 per 
person donation to CHS, escorted by Brett 
Isaacson.

Summer by the Sea: Portsmouth, N.H.    
Fuller Gardens * Strawberry Banke * Isles of Shoals Cruise

Fosters Clambake * Moffatt-Ladd House & Gardens 
Sunday, July 21-Wednesday, July 24, 2013   

eties and a guided visit to Strawberry 
Banke, an outdoor museum depicting 
daily life in a centuries-old waterfront 
neighborhood. Dinner is at The District 
Restaurant, whose purveyors include 15 
local farms. 

Day 3: The day begins with a guided tour 
of  a 1763 Georgian mansion, the Mof-
fatt-Ladd House and garden, followed by 
a clambake lunch at Foster’s Clambake in 
York, Maine. The afternoon features an 

The first stop on our annual sum-
mer trip, this year to Portsmouth, 
N.H., is Fuller Gardens, among 

the last of  the working turn-of-the-cen-
tury estate gardens in the Northeast. Ar-
riving in Portsmouth, we check into the 
Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel 
and enjoy dinner at the hotel.

 Day 2: Highlights include a guided 
city tour with stops at Prescott Park to 
view a trial garden for new plant vari-

Isles of  Shoals sightseeing cruise. 

Day 4: We head home, stopping at gar-
den centers and in Exeter for lunch and 
more shopping.
Cost: Members, $769 per person, twin; 
$1,029 per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $50. Full payment: due with reser-
vation by May 17. Includes motorcoach, 3 
nights hotel, baggage, 2 dinners, 1 lunch, 
sightseeing per itinerary, driver gratuity, 
$25 per person donation to CHS, escorted 
by Brett Isaacson.

* Please note this lecture occurs on the second Thursday of  the month instead of  the usual third Thursday.

12th Annual Nursery Crawl    
Tuesday, May 21, 2013   

some great garden shopping, with a lunch 
break in between at Luciano’s Restaurant 
in Wrentham. Bring Popsicle sticks or 
other markers for your purchases.

Grab your planting list as we 
head to two North Attleboro, 
Mass., nurseries—Briggs 

Nursery and Attleboro Farms—for 

Depart: 7:30 a.m., West Hartford; 8 
a.m., East Hartford. Return: 5:30 p.m., 
East Hartford. Cost: $72, members; $74, 
nonmembers

Visit cthort.org to download detailed registration fliers for all trips. Contact Friendship Tours,  
533 Cottage Grove Rd., Bloomfield, CT 06002, 860-243-1630, friendshiptours.net.
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CHS Treasurer’s Report 
Sept. 1, 2012–Feb. 28, 2013

Starting balance (Sept. 1, 2012) ......................... $4,853.04

INCOME
AUCTION/RAFFLE  .............................................$    6,080.76
DONATIONS ......................................................................50.00
DUES  ............................................................................ 27,422.00
EDUCATION  ............................................................... 1,315.00
FLOWER SHOW ........................................................... 1,228.00
FUND ............................................................................. 15,000.00
SYMPOSIUM  (Mark Twain House) .............................. 224.00
TOURS  ............................................................................ 1,359.00
INTEREST ..............................................................................4.91
Total income ...................................................$ 52,683.67

EXPENSES
AUCTION/RAFFLE ..................................................$   326.03
EDUCATION ................................................................... 155.35
PROFESSIONAL FEES .............................................. 2,990.00
FLOWER SHOW ........................................................... 5,050.25
INSURANCE ..................................................................... 452.00
LECTURES ..................................................................... 4,332.29
COMMUNICATIONS (Web & publicity) ................. 3,562.50 
NEWSLETTER (production) .................................... 11,998.07
OFFICE ........................................................................... 2,453.49
POT LUCK ........................................................................ 136.32
RENT ............................................................................... 5,750.14
PAYROLL ........................................................................ 8,830.90
SYMPOSIUM (Mark Twain House) ............................... 253.76
WEB SERVICES ............................................................... 191.98
Total expenses ................................................$ 46,483.08

Checkbook balance (Feb. 28, 2013) ................. $31,120.78

The market value of  the endowment fund changed from $676,918 
on Aug. 31, 2012, to $705,382.47 on Feb. 28, 2013.

 —Respectfully submitted,  
Christine R. Pane, treasurer

Forecast: Half-year performance suggests that income will be about 
$11,000 less than what CHS had planned for the fiscal year ending 
Aug. 31. This is mainly due to forecasts not being met in member-
ship (770 members vs. 900 planned, less $6,100 in planned income); 
garden tours (none scheduled due to liability risk, less $3,000); tour 
revenue (less $2,000). On the expense side, the society remains on 
track or slightly under plan.

 —Ken Stubenrauch, assistant treasurer, 
and Nancy Brennick, president

From the Field
We love hearing about what our talented 
members are up to. Please share recent or 
upcoming gardening-related activities or 
accolades by emailing a note to news@
cthort.org.    

The Garden Conservancy’s Open Days 
program kicks off  in Connecticut in 
May, and among the private gardens 
open for viewing are two belonging to 
CHS members. On May 11, the garden 
of  Sara Knight, 18 High Farms Rd., 
West Hartford, opens from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., while Nickolas Nickou and Carol 
Hanby open their Branford garden at 
107 Sunset Hill Dr., from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. For a list of  gardens, directions, 
viewing times and ticket information, 
visit gardenconservancy.org.

The “speaking season” winds down this 
month as gardeners head to their gar-
dens, armed with knowledge from CHS 
members, including Deborah Kent of  
Glastonbury. Deborah gives a free talk 
May 5 at 1 p.m. at Comstock, Ferre & 
Co. in Wethersfield about adding native 
plants to the home landscape (comstock-
ferre.com). Colleen Plimpton of  Bethel 
speaks to the Goshen Garden Club on 
May 2 at 1:30 p.m. about all-season color 
in the garden (colleenplimpton.com). 
Linda Olson of  Rocky Hill was at the 
Newington Public Library on April 10, 
talking about the basics of  vegetable 
gardening, while Barry Avery of  North 
Granby spoke to a Comstock, Ferre audi-
ence on March 24 about lawn care.

In memoriam

Internationally renowned sculptor Da-
vid Hayes, who, with his wife Julia was 
a CHS member since 2004, died April 
9 at his home in Coventry. He was 82 
and had been diagnosed with leukemia 
in October 2012.  

David worked up until his last days, 
attending an opening reception on April 
5 at the Lutz Children’s Museum in 
Manchester, where many of  his screen 
sculptures will hang for the next year, 
according to The Hartford Courant.

Within CHS, he was perhaps best 
known for his work on the flower show 

exhibit. “David and Julia were vital to our pre-show planning as well as 
the hands-on building and break down,” said CHS President Nancy Bren-
nick, chairwoman of  the flower show committee. “David was adamant 
that our displays continue for ‘art’s sake.’ In recognition and validation 
of  that stand, a sculpture by David titled ‘Screen Sculpture’ was the fo-
cal point of  our garden display in the 2011 flower show. David and Julia 
exemplify the best of  the many dynamic volunteers of  the society, and 
their contributions will not be forgotten.”

David’s work, which includes many outdoor abstract sculptures, 
welded from metal and based on organic forms he observed in nature 
and elsewhere, has been seen in some 300 exhibitions in the United 
States, France and the Netherlands. In Connecticut, about a dozen ven-
ues display his artwork, including his home, where hundreds of  pieces 
grace the 57 acres.

 When he returned home from the hospital for the last time in Janu-
ary and was among his creations again, he told the Courant, “This is my 
favorite time of  the year to see the sculptures, just after a fresh snowfall. 
You can really see the objects because the foliage…is gone and they really 
pop out of  the landscape.”

I plan to expand the site to include a blog and forum section where gardeners and 
nongardeners can ask for and share gardening advice and tips. There will be a sec-
tion for uploading and sharing garden photos and videos. Future plans also include 
a newsletter of  gardening advice, success stories and links to gardening topics.

The Farmer’s Garden seeks to spread the word about the rewards of  gardening and 
let more people see for themselves how delicious just-picked, in-season produce can 
be. Since tomatoes are the most popular vegetable grown by home gardeners, we at 
The Farmer’s Garden say we want to grow community, one tomato at a time.  

Maureen Farmer is a CHS member who also enjoys flowers and believes you can never 
have too many in your yard.   

Sharing The Bounty, from page 1      

Edwin Below, Middletown
Nancy Bowden, Bloomfield

Victoria Carmona, West Hartford
Bernice Cohen, Bloomfield

Therese Dandeneau, Manchester
Nicholas DeHaas, Newington
Carol Doyle, West Hartford

Alycia Dumais, South Hadley, Mass.
Jessica Duncan, Avon

Pixy Elliott, Jewett City
Pamela Eudowe, Glastonbury
Patricia Felletter, Manchester

George Gonsalves, Wethersfield
Maryanne Guinta, Bridgeport
Hillside Landscaping, Berlin

Joyce Hood, Manchester
Paula Inglese, Branford

Nancy and Ray Iwanicki, Torrington
Arline Jacques, Windsor

Jerome Home, New Britain
Mary Jones, Norwich

Martha Keener, West Hartford
Marian Kellner, Farmington

Joann Koebbe, Fairfield
Christine Kozlowski, South Windsor

Paul Krisavage, Rocky Hill
Lori Kulesa, Wethersfield
Chuck Lentini, Windsor

Polly Licht, North Haven
Nada Light, West Hartford
Christine Livio, Rocky Hill

Judy Long, Newington
Regina Madigan, Unionville

Jennifer Mazur, West Hartford
Sandra McCurdy, Higganum

Kate McSpadden, Avon
Deb McGrath, West Hartford

Katie Miller, Moodus
Cynthia Newby, Roxbury

Linda Nielson, Wethersfield
Cristin Pullis, New Britain

Ruth Riegel, Bethel
Jackie Schipke, Glastonbury

Susan Staffaroni, West Hartford
Christine Stella, North Haven
George Swenson, Wallingford

Merrill Wiechmann, Farmington
Carmen Yiamouyiannis, West Hartford

 Memberships: 770 
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CHS Treasurer’s Report 
Sept. 1, 2012–Feb. 28, 2013

Starting balance (Sept. 1, 2012) ......................... $4,853.04

INCOME
AUCTION/RAFFLE  .............................................$    6,080.76
DONATIONS ......................................................................50.00
DUES  ............................................................................ 27,422.00
EDUCATION  ............................................................... 1,315.00
FLOWER SHOW ........................................................... 1,228.00
FUND ............................................................................. 15,000.00
SYMPOSIUM  (Mark Twain House) .............................. 224.00
TOURS  ............................................................................ 1,359.00
INTEREST ..............................................................................4.91
Total income ...................................................$ 52,683.67

EXPENSES
AUCTION/RAFFLE ..................................................$   326.03
EDUCATION ................................................................... 155.35
PROFESSIONAL FEES .............................................. 2,990.00
FLOWER SHOW ........................................................... 5,050.25
INSURANCE ..................................................................... 452.00
LECTURES ..................................................................... 4,332.29
COMMUNICATIONS (Web & publicity) ................. 3,562.50 
NEWSLETTER (production) .................................... 11,998.07
OFFICE ........................................................................... 2,453.49
POT LUCK ........................................................................ 136.32
RENT ............................................................................... 5,750.14
PAYROLL ........................................................................ 8,830.90
SYMPOSIUM (Mark Twain House) ............................... 253.76
WEB SERVICES ............................................................... 191.98
Total expenses ................................................$ 46,483.08

Checkbook balance (Feb. 28, 2013) ................. $31,120.78

The market value of  the endowment fund changed from $676,918 
on Aug. 31, 2012, to $705,382.47 on Feb. 28, 2013.

 —Respectfully submitted,  
Christine R. Pane, treasurer

Forecast: Half-year performance suggests that income will be about 
$11,000 less than what CHS had planned for the fiscal year ending 
Aug. 31. This is mainly due to forecasts not being met in member-
ship (770 members vs. 900 planned, less $6,100 in planned income); 
garden tours (none scheduled due to liability risk, less $3,000); tour 
revenue (less $2,000). On the expense side, the society remains on 
track or slightly under plan.

 —Ken Stubenrauch, assistant treasurer, 
and Nancy Brennick, president

From the Field
We love hearing about what our talented 
members are up to. Please share recent or 
upcoming gardening-related activities or 
accolades by emailing a note to news@
cthort.org.    

The Garden Conservancy’s Open Days 
program kicks off  in Connecticut in 
May, and among the private gardens 
open for viewing are two belonging to 
CHS members. On May 11, the garden 
of  Sara Knight, 18 High Farms Rd., 
West Hartford, opens from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., while Nickolas Nickou and Carol 
Hanby open their Branford garden at 
107 Sunset Hill Dr., from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m. For a list of  gardens, directions, 
viewing times and ticket information, 
visit gardenconservancy.org.

The “speaking season” winds down this 
month as gardeners head to their gar-
dens, armed with knowledge from CHS 
members, including Deborah Kent of  
Glastonbury. Deborah gives a free talk 
May 5 at 1 p.m. at Comstock, Ferre & 
Co. in Wethersfield about adding native 
plants to the home landscape (comstock-
ferre.com). Colleen Plimpton of  Bethel 
speaks to the Goshen Garden Club on 
May 2 at 1:30 p.m. about all-season color 
in the garden (colleenplimpton.com). 
Linda Olson of  Rocky Hill was at the 
Newington Public Library on April 10, 
talking about the basics of  vegetable 
gardening, while Barry Avery of  North 
Granby spoke to a Comstock, Ferre audi-
ence on March 24 about lawn care.

In memoriam

Internationally renowned sculptor Da-
vid Hayes, who, with his wife Julia was 
a CHS member since 2004, died April 
9 at his home in Coventry. He was 82 
and had been diagnosed with leukemia 
in October 2012.  

David worked up until his last days, 
attending an opening reception on April 
5 at the Lutz Children’s Museum in 
Manchester, where many of  his screen 
sculptures will hang for the next year, 
according to The Hartford Courant.

Within CHS, he was perhaps best 
known for his work on the flower show 

exhibit. “David and Julia were vital to our pre-show planning as well as 
the hands-on building and break down,” said CHS President Nancy Bren-
nick, chairwoman of  the flower show committee. “David was adamant 
that our displays continue for ‘art’s sake.’ In recognition and validation 
of  that stand, a sculpture by David titled ‘Screen Sculpture’ was the fo-
cal point of  our garden display in the 2011 flower show. David and Julia 
exemplify the best of  the many dynamic volunteers of  the society, and 
their contributions will not be forgotten.”

David’s work, which includes many outdoor abstract sculptures, 
welded from metal and based on organic forms he observed in nature 
and elsewhere, has been seen in some 300 exhibitions in the United 
States, France and the Netherlands. In Connecticut, about a dozen ven-
ues display his artwork, including his home, where hundreds of  pieces 
grace the 57 acres.

 When he returned home from the hospital for the last time in Janu-
ary and was among his creations again, he told the Courant, “This is my 
favorite time of  the year to see the sculptures, just after a fresh snowfall. 
You can really see the objects because the foliage…is gone and they really 
pop out of  the landscape.”

I plan to expand the site to include a blog and forum section where gardeners and 
nongardeners can ask for and share gardening advice and tips. There will be a sec-
tion for uploading and sharing garden photos and videos. Future plans also include 
a newsletter of  gardening advice, success stories and links to gardening topics.

The Farmer’s Garden seeks to spread the word about the rewards of  gardening and 
let more people see for themselves how delicious just-picked, in-season produce can 
be. Since tomatoes are the most popular vegetable grown by home gardeners, we at 
The Farmer’s Garden say we want to grow community, one tomato at a time.  

Maureen Farmer is a CHS member who also enjoys flowers and believes you can never 
have too many in your yard.   
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CHS Program Meeting
Our meetings are open to members 
and nonmembers alike, with a $10 
donation requested from nonmem-
bers. We look forward to seeing you! 

Date:  Thursday, May 9*

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 p.m. for social-
izing, browsing CHS library books, 
raffle items and travel fliers, and ask-
ing plant questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Directions: From I-84, take exit 43 
(West Hartford Center, Park Road). 
Turn right at exit and go half a block 
to the next light. Turn left at light onto 
Trout Brook Drive. Proceed for six 
lights to Albany Avenue. Turn right 
on Albany Avenue and continue to 
the next light, Mohegan Drive. Turn 
left on Mohegan Drive. Pass two stop 
signs. Synagogue is on the right.

The Story of The Polly Hill Arboretum  
May 9*— Tim Boland  

West Tisbury, Mass.

Horticulturalist Polly Hill 
(1907-2007) planted a 
seed in 1958 on Martha’s 

Vineyard, and from that effort and 
her passion came a 60-acre jewel 
of  an arboretum. The Polly Hill 
Arboretum in West Tisbury, Mass., 
boasts renowned collections of  
conifers, hollies and stewartia, 
which grow among a dazzling 
array of  rhododendrons, azaleas, 
magnolias and other plant speci-
mens, many of  them rare. 

Tim Boland, executive director 
of  the arboretum, is a nationally 
recognized plantsman with wide-
ranging interests and an author, 
photographer and lecturer.

Before moving to Martha’s Vine-
yard, he was curator of  horticulture 
at the Morton Arboretum in Lisle, 
Ill. He has an undergraduate degree 
in landscape horticulture and a 
master’s degree in botany and plant pa-
thology from Michigan State University 
with a specialization in plant ecology and 
systematics.

Boland is active in many plant so-
cieties and currently is the registration 
authority for the genus Magnolia for the 
Magnolia Society International. He is 
assembling a modern flora for Martha’s 
Vineyard and nearby islands. More 
recently, he has been involved with 
overseas and national plant collecting 
expeditions in an effort to further ex-
pand the arboretum’s national collection 
of  stewartia. 

Expanding on Polly Hill’s dedication 
of  growing plants from seed, Boland 
will touch upon expeditions to Japan 
and the southeastern United States and 
the plants that continue the legendary 
horticulturalist’s legacy.   

Visit www.pollyhillarboretum.org.

May meeting reminder
May is the annual meeting of  CHS, and business matters including nominating 
new board members (see back cover) and a membership vote on the proposed 
increase in dues are conducted in advance of  the speaker’s talk. 

The CHS Board of  Directors is recommending an increase in dues in six of  
seven categories of  membership beginning in September, the start of  the 2013-
2014 year. The increase is needed to cover increases in operating expenses.

With the proposed increase, the dues would be as follows:

Individual ........................................$45 ($5 increase)
Senior Individual ............................$40 ($5 increase)
Family ..............................................$65 ($15 increase)
Senior Family ..................................$60 ($15 increase)
Student with ID .............................Free (no change)
Business/Organization .................$70 ($10 increase)
Sustaining ........................................$125 ($25 increase)

All members present at the annual meeting on May 9, 2013, will be eligible to 
vote on the proposal. The last time dues were raised was in September 2010.

Glorious Gardens of the United Kingdom   
*Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew * Wisley * Hever Castle * Sissinghurst

* Blenheim Palace * London city tour * Gardens of the Cotswolds * High tea
Monday, Sept. 16 – Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2013   

Day 4:  Hampton Court Palace, set amid 
60 acres of  manicured gardens on the 
upper reaches of  the River Thames, and 
Tudor Palace and the Baroque Palace; 
Wisley, the flagship gardens of  the Royal 
Horticultural Society, where the Wisley 
steward escorts us on a 90-minute tour of  
the many formal and informal gardens. 

Day 5: Hever Castle, childhood home 
of  King Henry VIII’s second wife, 
Anne Boleyn; Sissinghurst, the famous 
garden created in the 1930s by Vita 
Sackville-West and her husband Harold 
Nicholson.  

Day 6: Blenheim Palace, home to the elev-
enth Duke and Duchess of  Marlborough 
and birthplace of  Sir Winston Churchill; 
Christ Church College at Oxford.

Ojourney begins Monday, Sept. 
16, with a motorcoach ride to 
Newark Airport for an over-

night flight to London. Upon arrival at 
London Heathrow Airport the following 
day, we enjoy a tour of  London. Lunch is 
at Covent Garden, the site of  the ancient 
fruit and vegetable market transformed 
into a vibrant pedestrian-friendly area. 
Then we check into our hotel and share 
a welcome dinner. Here are more trip 
highlights: 

Day 3: Royal Botanical Gardens at Kew, 
a World Heritage site and home to the 
world’s largest collection of  living plants 
(over 30,000 types) and assorted buildings; 
Syon Park, home to the Dukes of  Nor-
thumberland for more than 400 years. 

Day 7: The Cotswolds, an area of  tiny 
stone-housed villages and lovely country-
side; Hidcote Manor Gardens; Kiftsgate 
Court Gardens; an English high tea in 
the Cotwolds.

Days 8 & 9: Returning to London, we 
stop to see Olympic Park and then cel-
ebrate our holiday with our farewell din-
ner. We return home the next day, Sept. 
24, savoring memories of  a great trip. 
Cost: Members, $3,895 per person, twin; 
$4,695, per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $100. Deposit: $500 per person, due 
by April 19. Final payment: due May 1. 
Includes round-trip flights to London, motor-
coach, guide while in U.K., 7 nights hotel, 
tax, baggage, 7 full English breakfasts, 4 
dinners, sightseeing per itinerary, $50 per 
person donation to CHS, escorted by Brett 
Isaacson.

Summer by the Sea: Portsmouth, N.H.    
Fuller Gardens * Strawberry Banke * Isles of Shoals Cruise

Fosters Clambake * Moffatt-Ladd House & Gardens 
Sunday, July 21-Wednesday, July 24, 2013   

eties and a guided visit to Strawberry 
Banke, an outdoor museum depicting 
daily life in a centuries-old waterfront 
neighborhood. Dinner is at The District 
Restaurant, whose purveyors include 15 
local farms. 

Day 3: The day begins with a guided tour 
of  a 1763 Georgian mansion, the Mof-
fatt-Ladd House and garden, followed by 
a clambake lunch at Foster’s Clambake in 
York, Maine. The afternoon features an 

The first stop on our annual sum-
mer trip, this year to Portsmouth, 
N.H., is Fuller Gardens, among 

the last of  the working turn-of-the-cen-
tury estate gardens in the Northeast. Ar-
riving in Portsmouth, we check into the 
Sheraton Portsmouth Harborside Hotel 
and enjoy dinner at the hotel.

 Day 2: Highlights include a guided 
city tour with stops at Prescott Park to 
view a trial garden for new plant vari-

Isles of  Shoals sightseeing cruise. 

Day 4: We head home, stopping at gar-
den centers and in Exeter for lunch and 
more shopping.
Cost: Members, $769 per person, twin; 
$1,029 per person, single. Nonmembers 
add $50. Full payment: due with reser-
vation by May 17. Includes motorcoach, 3 
nights hotel, baggage, 2 dinners, 1 lunch, 
sightseeing per itinerary, driver gratuity, 
$25 per person donation to CHS, escorted 
by Brett Isaacson.

* Please note this lecture occurs on the second Thursday of  the month instead of  the usual third Thursday.

12th Annual Nursery Crawl    
Tuesday, May 21, 2013   

some great garden shopping, with a lunch 
break in between at Luciano’s Restaurant 
in Wrentham. Bring Popsicle sticks or 
other markers for your purchases.

Grab your planting list as we 
head to two North Attleboro, 
Mass., nurseries—Briggs 

Nursery and Attleboro Farms—for 

Depart: 7:30 a.m., West Hartford; 8 
a.m., East Hartford. Return: 5:30 p.m., 
East Hartford. Cost: $72, members; $74, 
nonmembers

Visit cthort.org to download detailed registration fliers for all trips. Contact Friendship Tours,  
533 Cottage Grove Rd., Bloomfield, CT 06002, 860-243-1630, friendshiptours.net.
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please email the listing, formatted to resemble the entries below, to news@cthort.org. 
Deadline for the June issue is May 3. Costs listed below are for people who are not members of the hosting organization.

May Plant Sales
Many garden clubs hold annual plant 
sales in May, including
—Cherry Brook Garden Club, May 5, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., Canton Town Hall parking 
lot, Collinsville; 
—North Haven Garden Club, May 11, 9 
a.m.-noon, North Haven town green;
—East Windsor Garden Club, May 18, 
9 a.m.-noon, 149 North Rd. (Golden 
Gavel parking lot);  
—Glastonbury Garden Club and Evergreen 
Garden Club, May 18, 9 a.m.-noon, Hub-
bard Green, Glastonbury (corner of  
Main and Hubbard streets); and
 —Wallingford Garden Club, May 18, 9 
a.m.-noon, corner of  Route 150 and 
Route 5. 

Nonstop Plants
On Thursday, May 9, noon, Margaret 
Roach talks to the West Hartford Garden 
Club about the year-round garden. Loca-
tion: Westminster Presbyterian Church, 
2080 Boulevard. Donation: $10. Reserva-
tions required: 860-521-2439.

Herb Talk
The North Haven Garden Club learns 
about herbs May 9, 7:30 p.m., North Ha-
ven Congregational Church, 28 Church 
St., $5, 203-239-0374.
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Directions to the Connecticut Horticultural Society Office & Library

From the south: take I-91 North to Exit 23 West Street, Rocky Hill. Take a right at 
the end of the exit. At the fourth traffic light, take a left onto Route 99 (Main Street). 
The office is located at 2433 Main Street in the Prestige Office building, a short dis-
tance on your left.

From the north: take I-91 South, take Exit 23. A the end of the ramp, go left onto 
West Street. Follow the previous directions.

From I-84: take Route 9 to Exit 20 and I-91 North. Follow the directions above.

Hill-Stead May Market
The annual market May 10 and 11, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m., at the Hill-Stead Museum in 
Farmington features speaker Carolyne 
Roehm on May 10. On May 11, CHS 
members Lynn Cavo and Alice Willard 
show how to make fairy houses and Steve 
Silk leads a tour of  the Sunken Garden. 
Adult admission: $12. Additional fees and 
schedule: 860-677-4787, hillstead.org.

Insects and their Stories
John Himmelman speaks about insects at 
the Wallingford Garden Club on May 14, 
11:30 a.m., First Congregational Church, 
23 South Main St., $5, 203-269-0549.

 ‘Bella Primavera’ Luncheon
The Cherry Brook Garden Club of  
Canton holds its annual luncheon May 
14, noon, First Congregational Church 
of  Canton, 184 Cherry Brook Rd., $20. 
Reservations: 860-693-3048.

Daylilies for Sale
The Connecticut Daylily Society holds 
its annual daylily sale May 18, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m., Avon Senior Center, Sycamore 
Hills Recreation Center, 635 West Avon 
Rd. (Route 167), Avon. Information: 
Ctdaylily.com/CDS.html; 860-243-3422; 
day of  sale, 860-305-4933. 

Litchfield County Garden Event
LionRock Farm in Sharon hosts the 
annual Trade Secrets plant, topiary and 
garden antiques sale May 18, 10 a.m.-3 
p.m. Admission: $35 (“early-buying” 
admission, $100). On May 19, four pri-
vate gardens are open for touring. Tour 
tickets: $70 ($60 in advance). The event 
benefits Women’s Support Services of  
the Northwest Corner. Call 860-364-
1080, visit www.tradesecretsct.com.

Heirloom Festival
Comstock, Ferre & Co. hosts its free 
heirloom festival May 26, 10 a.m.-6 p.m., 
featuring speakers, live music, vintage 
crafters and children’s entertainment. 
Location: 263 Main St., Wethersfield. 
Visit comstockferre.com for festival in-
formation and a schedule of  free lectures 
on Sundays.

West End Garden Tour 
Hartford’s West End Civic Association 
hosts “Gardens Around the West End,” 
a self-guided tour of  12 gardens in the 
historic neighborhood on June 1 (rain 
date, June 2), 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Get a map 
on tour day at Central Supermarket, 550 
Farmington Ave., Hartford. Suggested 
donation, $20. Visit westend.org, email 
gardensaround@gmail.com.

Letter from the President
Dear Fellow Gardeners, 

How can it be May already? I know I’m not alone in ask-
ing that. Why isn’t the soil temperature over 48 degrees?  
Yikes, I pruned, weeded, raked, and I’m still behind. Is it 
my gardener attitude? My Connecticut Yankee standards? 
My perfectionist something? Oh, well, won’t it be better 
next year? Of  course!

How is your garden different this year compared to 
last? And how has being a CHS member contributed to 
that difference? Tell us and you could win a free year of  
membership dues next year. Come on, tell us. Is the grass 
multi-textured and flowering because of  speaker Tom Christopher’s lawn advice? Are 
your beds “edited,” not coiffed, in the style of  Rick Darke? Will the birds and bees still 
be flitting come fall because you got Stephanie Cohen’s message that “fall-scaping” 
is a good plan regardless of  the season? What kind of  changes does your version of  
Roger Doiron’s advice to “eat the view” mean? Get your inner garden writer goin’ 
and send your answer in 250 words or less to the CHS office by June 10. We can’t 
wait to read your thoughts and share them with members.

For CHS, May means that we state where the society’s budget stands after the first 
six months of  the fiscal year. The report submitted by our treasurer projects income 
to be about $11,000 less than what we anticipated (see page 4). At the same time, 
we’ve held expenses to plan. The biggest shortfall is in membership. The forecast was 
based on at least 900 members; we currently stand at 770. It costs CHS nearly $115 
per member per year to deliver our programs and benefits, yet the average amount 
paid in dues is $35. Given that value, shouldn’t it be easy to attract new gardeners to 
CHS? Sure. That said, we need your help. So that we don’t go into next year with the 
same fiscal shortfall, we need you to bring one friend to our May and June program 
meetings. For coming with you they will get in free. That’s a $10 gift! And for new 
members who sign up at these meetings, their benefits will start at once and extend 
through August 2014.

So, write to us about your CHS experience as exemplified in your garden and 
bring a friend in May and June and let them in on “the best gardening bargain in 
Connecticut,” CHS.

See you at the meeting and, in the meantime, don’t forget your sunscreen!

Nancy B.

Peony Tour, Cricket Hill Garden
TENTATIVE: Monday, May 13, 10 
a.m.-noon (Call the CHS office to confirm.)
Cricket Hill Garden, Thomaston
Visit Cricket Hill Garden at peak bloom 
time of  one of  the world’s most elegant, 
mystical plants, the peony. Immerse 
yourself  in the beauty and fragrance of  
peonies as you stroll with CHS friends 
through seven acres of  terraced wood-

Download a registration form for the peony program from cthort.org. Be sure to provide an email 
address or telephone number when you register. Without that information, CHS has no way of  
contacting you in the event of last-minute program changes. Please note that the open-bowl terrarium 
workshop scheduled for May 16 has been cancelled. 

CHS
EVENTS

land gardens. Our guide is Dan Fur-
man, who tantalized us at our October 
program meeting with beautiful pho-
tographs of  the three kinds of  peonies 
grown at Cricket Hill: tree, herbaceous 
and intersectional. Participants receive a 
10 percent plant discount on tour day. 
Fee: CHS members, $5; nonmembers, 
$10. Limit: 25. Date of  tour subject to 
change, based on bloom time.

CHS Special Event: Luminous Laurels 
CHS is planning a unique, daylong event 
on Sunday, June 9, that celebrates the 
mountain laurel blooms at Broken Ar-
row Nursery in Hamden and honors 
owner Dick Jaynes, for whom a CHS 
scholarship at Naugatuck Valley Com-
munity College is being named. Find 
details at cthort.org and in the June CHS 
Newsletter.
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Sharing the Bounty, Internet-style
by Maureen Farmer

As a child I had 
more plants in my 
room than my par-

ents had in the rest of  the 
house. I even remembered 
to water them each week. 
As my parents prepared 
their vegetable garden each 
year, I recall being inter-
ested in helping to plant the 
seeds. Since I was a picky 
eater, I wasn’t as excited about harvesting 
and having to eat the vegetables. Maybe 
that was because I didn’t, and still don’t, 
eat tomatoes.

I became an adult, bought a home, 
and things changed. Several years ago, 
I tried vegetable gardening in a raised 
bed, 3 feet wide by 6 feet long, to save 
money and become more self-sufficient. 
I was thrilled with the results and discov-
ered a passion for vegetable gardening. 
The following year, in 2007, I became a 
master gardener through the University 
of  Connecticut Cooperative Extension 
System.

In addition to several perennial gar-
dens, I now have 10 raised beds for grow-
ing vegetables behind and along the west 
side of  my house. I add to the varieties 
of  vegetables I grow every year and even 
built a cold frame for growing greens 
year-round. I usually pick more produce 
than I can eat, freeze, dehydrate and give 
away. I realized that it makes me happy 
to give my extra vegetables and herbs to 
my family, friends and neighbors. 

People seem genuinely happy to re-
ceive a bag of  mixed greens or a zucchini, 
and their happiness reflects back on me. 
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CHS Calendar at a Glance
May 2 – Board meeting, CHS office, 

Rocky Hill, 7 p.m.

May 3 – June CHS Newsletter  
deadline 

May 9 – Program meeting, Tim 
Boland, “The Story of  The Polly 
Hill Arboretum,” West Hartford  
(see page 3) 

May 13 (tentative) – Peony nursery 
tour, Thomaston (see page 7)

June 9 – Special event at Broken 
Arrow Nursery, Hamden  
(see page 7)

A social enterprise is a 
for-profit business with a 
mission to address a social 
or environmental need. 
My mission is to enable 
more people to have access  
to home gardens and 
healthier food.

I have expanded my 
original idea of  simply shar-
ing excess produce to one 

that involves building local communities 
of  gardeners across the country. Free 
registration at the website allows mem-
bers to search and post classified ads to 
share homegrown fruits and vegetables, 
tools, gardening space or other garden-
ing-related items and activities with 
people in their local area. Food banks and 
individuals can post “wanted” classifieds 
for surplus food or other items. The 
Farmer’s Garden currently has members 
from almost every state.

Visitors to the site must be registered 
to view or search classified posts. The 
default search radius is 10 miles from 
the zip code entered on the registration 
form. The search radius can be modified 
to be between one and 100 miles.

As the saying goes, one of  the most dif-
ficult things to give away is kindness; it 
usually comes back to you.

Those experiences led me to create 
The Farmer’s Garden, an online place 
for gardeners to share surplus produce. 
I started the website, thefarmersgarden.
com, in 2009 as a hobby. In 2012, I en-
tered a business competition sponsored 
by StartUp Weekend, an organization 
that brings together entrepreneurs and 
aspiring entrepreneurs for a few days to 
learn if  business start-up ideas are solid. 
I won a social enterprise award in that 
seminar. My prize was a free spot in a 
social enterprise business-accelerator 
program offered by a Hartford-based 
nonprofit organization called reSET. 
This made me believe that my idea could 
become a successful business.
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CHS Board Nominations 2013-2014 
The CHS Nominations Committee is pleased to announce the following slate of   

Board of  Directors officers and members for the 2013-2014 year.

Board officers
President—Nancy Brennick Vice President—Tom Christopher 
Secretary—To be announced  Treasurer—Ken Stubenrauch (interim)

Immediate Past President—Steve Silk
                       

Board members with terms expiring in 2014
Elizabeth Morin  t  Elaine Widmer   

  
Board members with terms expiring in 2015

 Sarah Bailey  t  Christine Pane  t  Joan Stubenrauch  t  Kevin Wilcox

Board members with terms expiring in 2016
Barry Avery (new)  t  Ellen Bender (new)  t  Fairlee Latawic (re-election)   

 
The election of  officers and board members will be held at the beginning of  the 
 May 9 program meeting. Members may nominate other names then, if  desired.   

                                                                                                      —Respectfully submitted,
                                                                            Steve Silk, nominations chair
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