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An Escape to Se]]oy Gar(lens, Happy Milestone
a Tropical Oasis in the Anniversaries!

Heart of Sarasota, Florida

visit to the Marie Selby Botan-
ical Gardens in Sarasota, Fl., is
always a treat, but in the depths

of a Connecticut winter (even one with
a mild-mannered start), you may find it
especially welcome. This lush, tropical
garden in the heart of downtown Sarasota
was created by Marie Selby, who with
her husband, Bill, purchased 7 acres of
bay-front property in the 1920s. The
couple built a modest, Spanish-style
home surrounded by banyan and laurel
trees. Marie set about creating a network
of lovely and distinctive gardens. An un-
conventional woman who enjoyed nature
and the outdoors, and an accomplished
pianist, she eschewed the Sarasota social
scene and was more likely to be seen
around town in gardening clothes or a
simple cotton dress and sneakers.

In the home she occupied seasonally
for more than five decades, she created
flowering borders and a formal rose

Orchids and other epiphytes are part of a rotating display in Selby
Gardens’ Tropical Conservatory.

garden, and she planted palm groves,
banyans, mangroves, and bamboo. When
Selby died in 1971, she bequeathed her
house and gardens to Sarasota with the
idea that it be maintained as a botanical
garden “for the enjoyment of the general
public.” The Marie Selby Botanical Gar-
dens opened officially in July of 1975,
and in the years since, Marie Selby’s pri-
vate oasis has expanded to 15 acres and
12 buildings and earned a reputation as
a world leader in the study and conser-
vation of plants, particularly epiphytes —
plants that are adapted to live in the tree
canopy, including orchids, bromeliads,
gesneriads, and ferns.

Today, Selby has nine greenhouses,
only one of which, the Tropical Conser-
vatory, is open to the public. A highlight
at any time of year, the conservatory is a
re-creation of the natural habitat of epi-
phytes. Filled from floor to ceiling with
plant specimens arranged as naturally as
if they had always
grown there, it
scarcely resem-
bles a greenhouse
at all but some-
thing more akin
to a rainforest.
The conservato-
ry is a magnet
for visitors of all
ages who stroll
through it slow-
ly, admiring and
taking photos of
exquisitely de-
tailed orchids, a
wide variety of
ferns, bromeli-
ads, and gesneri-
(continued on page 5)

Here's to Some of the
Longstanding Members

Who Make All the Difference

the longstanding members who help
make the organization special.

l t's a pleasure to recognize some of

Rudy Favretti —
Member for 59 Years

-

H =g it 4 x. :-

Rudy Favretti, author, landscape architect,
former UConn professor and CHS member
for 59 years.

Rudy Favretti is celebrating his 59th year
as a member of the CT Horticultural
Society. While he was a professor of
Landscape Architecture at UConn, it was
strongly suggested he participate in the
society. He joined when the organization
had about 30 to 40 members. In the early
years the group met in a small auditori-
um in the basement at the Connecticut
Historical Society in Hartford.
Rudy has had an accomplished career
in the industry. He taught until 1988 (a
total of 33 years). During this time he also
served 25 years as an Extension Landscape
(continued on page 9)
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements

Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Listings must include the fifle, location, time,
date and any fee associated with the activity. Kindly format the information in @ manner fo resemble
the entries below, and email it to news@cthort.org. Deadline for the February issue is Jan. 15.

Various dates in January — Stuart Woronec-
ki, owner of Stonewall Apiary in Hanover,
is offering three four-class sessions in
Beginner Beekeeping. All classes are
scheduled for January. Two sessions, one
on Monday evenings and the other on Sat-
urday mornings, will be taught at Denison
Pequotsepos Nature Center in Mystic;
the third session is offered on Wednesday
evenings at Coon Hall in Patriot’s Park in
Coventry. The first class, “Getting Start-
ed,” covers equipment basics, and ordering
and assembling equipment. Classes two
through four are, respectively, “The Hon-
eybee,” “Pests and Diseases,” and “Odds &
Ends.” Fee for the Mystic sessions: $100.
Fee for the Coventry sessions: $105 plus
a small fee to cover the cost of the hall.
Coventry session includes a copy of 7he
Backyard Beekeeper by Kim Flottum. For
specific schedule dates and to register,
visit http://ct-honey.com/class.php. For
questions, call 860-334-2245 or email
stonewallapiary@gmail.com.

Thursday, January 7 — Escape to the
Galapagos Islands when the West Hart-
ford Garden Club presents Journey to
the Edge of the Earth with wildlife
photographer and educator Chris Fisher.
The event begins at noon at Westminster
Presbyterian Church, 2080 Boulevard,
West Hartford. Guest donation: $10. Tea
sandwiches, cookies and beverages will be
served. Reservations are required. Phone
860-561-0724. For more information,
visit www.westhartfordgardenclub.org.

Monday, January 11 —The CT Vegetable
and Small Fruit Growers Conference
will be held from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Maneeley’s Conference Center in South
Windsor. Sponsored by the UConn
Extension Service, UConn Depart-
ment of Plant Science and Landscape
Architecture, the CT Agricultural Ex-
periment Station, and the USDA Risk
Management Agency, the event includes
exhibitors, a variety of speakers including
experts on labor laws, treating seeds for
disease management, the effects of envi-
ronmental extremes on crop physiology,
managing weeds in berries, how to grow

for a CSA and more. For a complete
schedule, visit http://ipm.uconn.edu/
root/documents/2016CT VegandSmall-
FruitConf.Reg.Form.pdf. Pre-registra-
tion: $40 per person ends Jan. 6.

Monday, January 11 — The Simsbury
Garden Club presents Plants that Clean
the Air by Jeffrey Eleveld from the People
Plant Connection on Monday, January
11. Meeting held at the Simsbury Apple
Barn (60 Old Farms Road, West Sims-
bury CT 06092). Refreshments and
socializing at 11:30, monthly business
meeting at 12:00 and presentation will
follow (about 12:45). Open to the pub-
lic, non-members $5 donation. For more
information, visit www.simsburygarden-

club.org or call 860-408-9586.

Monday, January 11 — Photographing
Specimen Plants and Flowers with John
Garaventa. A Manchester resident, John
didn’t set out to be a photographer (he
received his bachelor’s degree in agricul-
ture from UConn), but while pursuing a
master’s degree, he also received his first
formal photography training in a Nation-
al Geographic version of photography
boot camp. The result was a June 1979
article in the magazine with contributing
photos of Life on the Farm Soviet Style.
He later continued his formal education
in photography at The Art Institute of
Atlanta, graduating first in his class.
John produces photos with creativity and
personality, specializing in the unique
ability of telling a story about “People
on location” in one or two photographs.
www.manchestergardenclubs.org

Tuesday, January 12 — Northeast Exten-
sion Risk Management Education, the
USDA, and Northeast SARE (Sustain-
able Agriculture Research & Education)
present Making It Happen: Profit-
ability & Success, a half-day workshop
designed to help small farmers learn how
to build sound financial systems and use
those systems to make business decisions.
The workshop will help farmers improve
productivity, reduce costs, increase net
farm income, and improve overall qual-

(continued on page 10)
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Erik Lulzingl)eal

Thursday, Jan. 21: “Annual Physical for CT Forests”

ric Lukingbeal is a retired trial
Elawyer, working in Hartford as

an associate and then partner
at Robinson & Cole since 1974. He is
president and chairman of the board of
Connecticut Forest & Park Association,
Connecticut’s oldest conservation orga-
nization. CFPA is a non-profit which
maintains 825 miles of blue-blazed trails
at no cost to the public. Eric is also a
member of Granby’s Planning & Zoning
Commission, and served on its Inland
Wetlands and Watercourses Commis-
sion. He has served on one or the other
of these commissions since 1987. He also
serves on the boards of the Granby Land
Trust and Holcomb Farm, Inc. He is a
veteran of the US Army (1967-70) and
a graduate of Williams College and the
University of Virginia School of Law.

Would you give us a general overview
of what you’ll be discussing in your
talk: “An Annual Physical for CT
Forests”?

I'll cover the definition of a healthy forest,
the history of Connecticut’s forests over
geologic time, the present conditions in
terms of species composition, volume,
growth rate, diversity, legal protections
(such as Connecticut’s Forest Practices
Act, PA 490, Open Space program,
Farmland Preservation, and strong land
trusts, among others), who owns our
forests, and threats (everything from
invasives, deer, climate change, public
policy, and inadequate funding of state
agencies).

In general, how are CT forests doing?
Depends on what you compare them to
(16302 19102 1950?) but they are gener-
ally healthy. There are reasons to feel both
optimistic and pessimistic, as our forests
are diverse, dense, valuable, fragmented,
invaded, young but aging, and mostly in
private ownership.

Erik Lukingbeal

What tools are used to assess the
health of forests?

Satellite imagery and GIS can be used to
look at and track changes in forest cover
over time. The UConn forest fragmen-
tation study used this method. Remote
sensing with aerial photo interpretation
is the fastest growing method of forest
assessment today because it allows a look
atlots of acreage without literally walking
through the woods. Insect trapping and
field surveys are used for invasives (you
may have seen bright purple traps hang-
ing from trees or wires roadside).

What do you see as the greatest
threats to CT forests?

Climate change, invasive insects and
plants (Asian long-horned beetle, Em-
erald ash borer, Hemlock woolly adelgid
etc., Oriental bittersweet, Autumn olive,
Winged euonymus, etc.), fragmentation
and loss of core forest blocks (more than
300 feet from an edge), lack of resiliency
in case of a big hurricane as in 1938,
deer browse, lack of proper funding at

CHS Program Meeting

Our meetings are open to mem-
bers and non-members alike, with
a $10 donation requested from
non-members. We look forward
to seeing you!

Date: Thursday, January 21, 2016

Time: 7:30 p.m. (6:45 for socializ-
ing, browsing CHS library books,
raffle items, travel fliers, and asking
questions)

Location: Emanuel Synagogue,
160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford

CTDEEP to support forestry manage-
ment, decreasing contact with and un-
derstanding of the natural world among
young folks.

The Southern Pine Beetle was found
in Westport last summer. How
concerned should we be?

We should be most concerned that they
could affect our pitch pines, which make
up less than one percent of our forests.
These pines occur in pitch pine/scrub
oak woodlands or on sandy ridges. These
are so-called “hard pines” with two or
three needles. Our much more common
white pines (with five needles) are not a
preferred host. The larvae of these beetles
feed on and kill trees within 1-2 years.
It’s not yet known whether all life stages
(egg, larva, pupa, adult) can overwinter
in the state, as they were found in 4 sites
in New Haven County, and one each in
Litchfield and Hartford County only
this year. (The Connecticut Agricultural
Experiment Station website doesn’t
mention Westport, but I have no reason

to doubt it.)
(continued on page 4)
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Program Meeting, from page 3

Are there other threats facing CT
forests?

Yes, there are threats other than direct
physical threats. These include lands
removed from active management, loss
of markets, reduced state and federal sup-
port, and sometimes, lack of appropriate
zoning protections in the regulations of
our 169 cities and towns. For example,
intact forest blocks of 18 or so acres are
critically important, but enjoy almost no
protection. Our forests have lost over 265
square miles of core forest since 1986.
Recent economic conditions since 2008
have slowed the pace of development,
but there is no assurance that these con-
ditions are permanent.

What can home gardeners do to help

CT forests?

Be alert for evidence of invasives, especial-
ly ALB and EAB, and report to DEEP or
CAES if found. Plant the right trees in
the right places. Tell your legislators to do
more to support CI'DEEP. Join CFPA.

What percentage of CT is forested
land? How does this compare to
other states?

Numbers vary somewhat depending on
how forests are defined. The generally
accepted figure for Connecticut is 58
or 59 percent coverage, which yields a
ranking of 13th in the United States, just
ahead of Tennessee and behind Arkansas.
Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont
are all in the top four, along with West
Virginia. Maine is at 85.8 percent, New
Hampshire at 78.4, and Vermontat 75.7.
Eighteen states are under 20 percent,
mostly those west of the 100th meridian,
where rainfall is far less. The number of
forested acres in the US has remained
essentially the same for the past century.

Is enough being done to protect and
preserve CT forests?
No. Much more could and should be

done. See above, and below.

How would you rate the state of CT’s
stewardship of its forests?
The State DEEP does a very effective

job, given the resources it is given by
the legislature. But it isn’t given nearly
enough resources. Example: the DEEP
Forestry unit has only a dozen front-line
field staff to manage state lands, enforce
the Forest Practices Act, and give free
advice to 140,000 forest landowners.
Of the dozen, eight are eligible to retire.
In recent years, retirees have not been
replaced. UConn Extension has only two
foresters. CAES—which is responsible
for the science of dealing with invasives,
among other things—is understaffed.
Another example: despite the fact that
DEEP-supervised forest harvests make
money for the state far beyond the cost
of supervision, the legislature has not
funded more of these foresters.

What is the mission of the
Connecticut Forest & Park
Association?

CFPA protects forests, parks, walking
trails and open spaces for future genera-
tions by connecting people to the land.
CFPA directly involves individuals and
families, educators, community leaders
and volunteers to enhance and defend
Connecticut’s rich natural heritage.
CFPA is a 501¢(3) charitable organiza-
tion under IRS regulations.

I should add that we maintain over
825 miles of blue-blazed trails at no cost
to the public. We rely heavily on volun-
teers; last year our volunteers contributed
over 20,000 hours.

When and how did you personally
develop an interest in forests and
trees? Why do you care so much
about trees?

As a kid, I was always fascinated by trees
and leaves, which I collected and pressed
in books. I also had a YMCA counselor
who taught us tree identification, and a
lot of it stuck.

In 1981, when I was a young partner
at my law firm in Hartford, I was given
a case to try. The State Forester, Bob
Garrepy, had been sued by two private
foresters. The State decided to hire a
private law firm to defend him. Garrepy

had removed two private foresters from
a state list of “recommended” foresters.
He struck them from the list because he
believed their method of doing business
was unethical. In the late 1970’s and
early 80, there was a boom in the value
of Northern red oak, driven by demand
from Japanese furniture manufacturers.
Northwest Connecticut had a lot red
oak, mostly on small farms. These two
foresters would approach farmers, make
them a cash offer of say, $50,000 for the
right to log the woodlot. Many of these
farmers took the money, only to discover
much later that the wood was worth far
more—perhaps $400,000. They also
learned that the two foresters took only
the best timber, a practice called “high
grading.” And they left the woods a
mess, subject to terrific erosion. The two
foresters became very wealthy. Garrepy
found out about what was going on, and
called the foresters into his office. He
told them to cut it out, as it was wrong.
They refused, and so he took them off
the recommended list. They found a
lawyer and sued him in federal court for
$14 million.

In preparing the defense, I got to
know Bob, and he referred me to many
of the leading forestry people in the
state, whom I visited. I spent many days
driving around rural parts of the state
talking to people who knew what good
forest practices were. From this group,
I recruited witnesses for trial, who were
able to describe to the jury what was
wrong with the way the two foresters
operated. I also talked to some of the
farmers, who also testified. Bob was a
very devoted employee of the state. He
lived in Norfolk, and was in his office at
4:30 every morning. I learned this when
I suggested we meet “first thing” in the
morning and he said, “Well, I'll see you
at 4:30 then.”

After a three week trial, the jury
came back with a verdict for Bob. The
two foresters got nothing. I got a real
education in forestry, and later joined

the CFPA board. "W
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Selby Gardens, from page 1

ads. The display changes regularly, with
attractions culled from the garden’s ex-
tensive collection, which numbers more
than 20,000 greenhouse plants.
Outside the Tropical Conservatory,
Selby’s other attractions beckon. The
Banyan Grove extends beyond the house
to include some of the trees planted
by the Selbys themselves around 100
years ago. The banyan, a broad genus,
includes the “strangler fig,” specimens of
which exist on the Selby property. This
member of the fig family begins life as
an epiphyte, its seeds sprouting in the
cracks and crevices of a host tree or even
a piece of statuary. As the seeds develop
into plants, they send roots downward
toward the ground. The roots take hold
in the soil and the tree begins to grow.
As this process continues, the stran-
gler fig may envelop its unlucky host,
essentially caging it inside a system of
trunks. Mature banyans spread laterally
and grow to resemble living cathedrals
with a large central trunk surrounded
by smaller trunks that suggest columns.
Banyans including the Morton Bay Fig
form massive trunks skirted by elaborate

labyrinths of root systems that are visible
above ground. The roots of these banyans
are easy to appreciate when viewed from
above, and Selby’s aerial wooden gang-
planks provide an ideal perch, taking
visitors up into the trees where look-outs,
suspension bridges, and educational
signage invite study and play.

Back on terra firma, visitors stroll past
gardens of palms, which are planted to
display a wide variety of forms, colors
and sizes.

A broad path leads to a pavilion
and a scenic outlook, the site of many
a Sarasota wedding. Here, warm breeze
blows in off the bay and sunlight glints
like diamonds on the water. Carefully
tended wooden boardwalks invite vis-
itors to follow the garden’s Mangrove
Walk, which hugs the shoreline, offering
glimpses of the water from beneath the
shade of the trees. On ecither side, the
shrubby, salt-tolerant mangroves create
a cool enclosure while their roots, which
house complicated salt filtration systems,
serve as a natural defense system against
erosion and tidal surge.

The Towering Bamboo Garden mixes

tropical and sub-tropical species. Marie
Selby planted the bamboo late in life to
screen out the offending sight of high-rise
condos and hotels proliferating across
the bay. She got her wish. Bamboo is
the largest member of the grass family,
and it can grow as much as 40 inches
per day during seasonal growth periods,
according to Selby’s experts.

Apart from the areas of the garden
that are open to the public, Selby is an
engine of research and education. The
Botany Department provides head-
quarters for Bromeliad, Gesneriad, and
Orchid Research Centers, and for Selby
Gardens’ Herbarium, Spirit Collection
and Molecular Laboratory. The Ann
Goldstein Children’s Rainforest Gar-
den, which opened in November 2013,
features interactive stations that allow
children and families to explore rainfor-
est plants and habitats.

Alush oasis in the heart of a sprawling
city, the Selby is always worth a visit. “W%

Open 364 days a year, the Selby welcomes
more than 150,000 visitors annually. For
more information about the Marie Selby
Botanical Gardens, visit www.selby.org.

Don't Miss the CHS 8th Biennial Symposium: Gar(lening' With a Purpose
Saturday, Fel)ruary 6th at the Mark Twain House & Museum

’ I Yhe CHS 2016 Symposium,
Gardening With a Purpose, takes
place Saturday, Feb. 6, 2016, at

the Mark Twain House & Museum, 351

Farmington Ave., Hartford. You won’t

want to miss this daylong event featuring

speakers, a silent auction, flower arrang-
ing demonstrations, select vendors, and
more. Ken Druse, a celebrated lecturer,
award-winning photographer, blogger,
and author of 20 books including the
classic The Natural Garden, will discuss
the topic of his latest book, 7he New
Shade Garden: Creating a Lush Oasis in
the Age of Climate Change. Dan Furman,
co-owner of Cricket Hill Garden in Tho-
maston, a nationally renowned peony
grower, and purveyor of select fruit trees,
will discuss “Native Edibles: Pawpaws

and Persimmons,” with an exploration of
these two under-appreciated, under-uti-
lized trees. Nancy DuBrule-Clemente,
owner of Natureworks organic nursery
in Northford, and author of two books
including Swuccession of Bloom in the Pe-
rennial Garden, will discuss “Plants With
a Purpose,” which encompasses plants for
food, and plants that are medicinal herbs,
larval food for butterflies, rich in nectar,
bee friendly, and plants for the birds and
wildlife habitat.

The event includes box lunch catered
by the Kitchen at Billings Forge; flower
arrangement demonstrations by National
Garden Club Flower Show Judge Trish
Manfredi; a silent auction; tours of the
Twain House; book signings; and the
opportunity to shop from vendors. W&

Hours: The symposium runs from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for attendees, and
8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. for vendors.
Check In runs from 9 a.m. to 9:45
a.m. Coffee, scones and muffins
will be served. The program begins
at 9:45 a.m. Coffee and tea will be
available throughout the day.

Fee: Members, $79 before Jan. 10,
2016, $89 thereafter. Non-mem-
bers, $89 before Jan. 10, 2016,
$99 thereafter. Students, $30. Reg-
istration is required. You will receive
confirmation by email. To reserve
tickets, contact the CHS office at
860-529-8713 or email connhort@
gmail.com.
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Connecticut Horticultural Society
Eighth Biennial Symposium

Gardening with a Purpose

An Exciting Day of Insight, Inspiration ¢ New Ideas

Saturday, February 6, 2016
Mark Twain House & Museum
351 Farmington Avenue, Hartford, CT
Check In begins at 9:00 a.m. ~ Program starts at 9:45 a.m.

‘"‘5’ 10:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.

Ken Druse - Join the celebrated lecturer, award-winning
photographer, blogger, and author of 20 books including the
classic The Natural Garden, for a talk on the subject of his
latest book, The New Shade Garden: Creating a Lush Oasis
in the Age of Climate Change.

11:30 am. - 12:45 p.m.

Dan Furman - Learn about pawpaw and persimmon trees from the
co-owner Cricket Hill Garden, a second-generation nursery and
forest farm in Thomaston, Conn. Furman'’s talk, “Native Edibles:
Pawpaws and Persimmons,” examines these two under-
appreciated and under-utilized fruit trees.

2:45 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
: Nancy DuBrule-Clemente - The owner of Natureworks
'~ organic nursery in Northford, Conn., and author of two
books including, with Marny Smith, A Country Garden for
Your Backyard, will talk about “Plants with a Purpose.”

The Symposium also includes flower arrangement demonstrations by National Garden
Club Flower Show Judge Trish Manfredi; box lunch catered by the Kitchen at Billings
Forge; a silent auction; tours of the Mark Twain House; book signings; and vendors.

Box lunch includes a choice of sandwich (curried chicken salad, tuna salad, turkey, or
vegetarian), chips, fruit, and dessert. Beverages include water, soda, and fruit juices. Coffee
and tea are served throughout the day. Muffins, croissants, scones, coffee, and tea will be
served during Check In from 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. The Symposium closes at 5:00 p.m.

Fee: CHS Member: $79 until December20,2045 January 10, 2016, $89 thereafter
Non-Member: $89 until Becember20,2045 January 10, 2016, $99 thereafter
Student: $30

Pre-Registration Required: Contact CHS Office at (860) 529-8713 or connhort@gmail.com
or Joan Stubenrauch at (860) 633-6076 or jstuben@hotmail.com
or Return form on reverse side
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Yes! T Wanht to Garden with g Purpose

SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION
Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Phone:
Email:
CHS Member: ___x$79 (before December 20,2015 January 10, 2016)
__x$89 (after December 20,2015 January 10, 2016)
Non-Member: ___x$89 (before December 20,2015 January 10, 2016)
_x$99 (after December 20,2015 January 10, 2016)
Student: __x9%30
Sandwich Choice: ~ ___ Curried Chicken Salad ___Tuna Salad

____Vegetarian ___ Turkey

Please list additional attendees:

Return this registration form with check payable to CHS. Registrations must be
received by January 25, 2016. Fee includes all programs and demonstrations, box
lunch, coffee breaks, access to vendors, silent auction, and tours of the Mark Twain
House. You will receive confirmation by email.

Connecticut Horticultural Society
2433 Main Street

Rocky Hill, CT 06067

Phone: 860-529-8713

Email: connhort@gmail.com
Website: www.cthort.org
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Society
Personalities

1 graduated from the U.S. Army Engineer
School, Ft. Belvoir, Va., as a Cartographic
Drafisman. I was assigned to the 66th
Engineer Company (Topo) (Corp) and
eventually deployed to Bien Hoa, Vietnam.
[ was a Specialist fourth class, Spec4F4,
during my tour of duty.

My first job after college was a teach-
ing position at the Ethel Walker School,
in Simsbury. I taught Fine Arts, graphic
design, and photography for 10 years. 1
then entered the business world at United
Technologies Corp., Hamilton Standard,
Windsor Locks. I was trained as a computer
graphic designer, and eventually became the
head of the computer graphics department.
[ prepared corporate presentations for the
executive staff, the International Air Shows,
plus marketing materials, illustrations, and
slide presentations.

I have a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree
from the Minneapolis College of Art &
Design, Minneapolis, Minn., and a Mas-
ter of Arts in Liberal Studies degree from
Wesleyan University in Middletown.

I retired from UTC in 1991, and
then worked as the gardener and product
display designer for the former Trumpet
Vine, Simsbury. I am currently employed
by Revays Garden Center & Gift Shop in
Broad Brook. I am learning about South-
ern plant material for my second home in
Vero Beach, Fl.

1 have one son, who lives in Suffield, a
daughter in Somers, and another daugh-
ter in Vero Beach, Fl. And I have four
grandchildren. My son and one daughter
are both graduates of Springfield Technical
Community College and have degrees in
Landscape Management. They now own
and operate Northern Connecticut Stone

& Landscape in Suffield.

Myron Marshaus
CH.S Board Member

Why and when did you join CHS?

I joined in August of 2014. When Brett
Isaacson passed around flyers for up-
coming trips, including CHS-sponsored
excursions, I thought, “Why pay full price
when I can get a reduced rate joining

CHS?’ and so I joined.

Describe your gardening style.

I can’t find a word to describe my style.
At first, I wanted all heirloom plants to
go with our Cape Cod-style home. I
wanted a Pilgrim look. After renovations
to the house, existing trees cut down,
and revamping everything, I found my
favorite plants were chartreuse and bur-
gundy foliage colors. That eventually led
to uncommon evergreens and trees. Now
I'm doing all white-flowering plants. Call
it planned chaos, casual, eclectic. (Also, I

have NO LAWN!)

If you could be a gardener or
horticulturalist from history, who
would it be?

Easy. Frederick Law Olmstead. Who
else could take 843 acres and create Cen-
tral Park, the most recognizable piece of
real estate in the world? Each time I see
new areas, I marvel at that man’s incred-
ible mind.

Did someone in your life inspire you
to become interested in gardening?
Both sets of my grandparents and also
my parents. They were active in farming,
gardening and retail business. Secondly,
two PBS shows: Making Things Grow
with Thalassa Cruso, and 7he Victory
Garden with Jim Crocket.

What gardens do you like to visit?
Wave Hill, New York.

Myron Marshaus

What is your biggest gardening
success?
Being happy with the look I've created.

What is your biggest gardening
mistake?

Making bad plant choices and bad plant-
ing locations. Then making it look as if
it was always the plan.

Do you have a favorite plant? If so,
why is it your favorite?

Any type of fern. They are tough, require
no care once established, look great as
focal points or background fillers. They
also make wonderful houseplants. They
have survived for thousands of years
and probably will for thousands more.

They adapt.

What are you working on now in
your garden?

After seeing Versailles Palace and Gar-
den this summer, I am attempting a
sheared yew, and juniper outdoor topiary
form. I've had success with standards and
wire frame forms indoors, so I needed a

new challenge. W%

L
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Happy Anniversary, from page 1

Architect for Connecticut communities on planning issues.
Professor Favretti has written 17 books, he founded the present
nationally accredited landscape architecture program at UConn.

In his private practice, Rudy has designed landscapes for
over 500 commissions, projects that brought him all over the
country. In Connecticut towns his projects included plans for
schools, town greens, town halls, state parks, cemeteries and
libraries.

Professor Favretti is well known for his restoration of historic
gardens including plans for the Hillstead Museum Sunken
Garden, Goodspeed Opera House, Blithewold Gardens and
Arboretum in Bristol, R.I., Vanderbilt Mansion in Hyde Park,
N.Y., Smithfield Plantation in Blacksburg, Va., Monticello in
Charlottesville, Va., Historic Spanish Point in Osprey, Fla., and
many more. He was a landscape consultant to Sturbridge Village
in Massachusetts and designer of the gardens at the Tapping
Reeve House in Litchfield (site of the first law school in the
United States), the Noah Webster House in West Hartford,
and Roseland, an early Gothic Revival cottage in Woodstock.
Recently, the Smithsonian asked for his plans and slides from
all his work.

Rudy and his wife, Joy, enjoy retirement in their home in
Storrs, taking care of their lovely gardens. Joy, a botanist, librarian
and researcher, helped Rudy with the research required for his
books. Together they have written For Every House a Garden,
and Landscapes and Gardens for Historical Buildings.

— Cheryl Marino

Q&A with Gene Goodwin — Member Since 1959
Why did you originally join CHS?

I grew up across the street from a farm in West Avon, and
always enjoyed the outdoors. My parents raised me that way.
I received my degree in horticulture from UConn in 1949,
and studied under Harold O. Perkins (President of CHS from
1960—62); and then went on to study landscape architecture
at the University of Massachusetts in 1955. I joined CHS in
1959 to spend time with like-minded people like Corinne and
Richard Willard, and Dr. Walls W. Bunnell.

What are some of your fondest memories about your
association with CHS?

I admired Dr. Gustav Mehlquist and Harold Perkins a lot.
Everyone did. For many years, they both did a lot to foster
horticulture and the education of horticulture in the Greater
Hartford area. I also liked working on the annual Flower
Shows. At that time I worked at Scott’s Nurseries in Bloom-
field, and was able to incorporate my professional life with
my personal interests. That is a great thing to do if one can.

Why do you still remain a member of CHS after 59
years?

From a professional perspective, you never give up relationships
with organizations like CHS because it keeps you interested in
your chosen career and passion. On the personal side, I still enjoy
reading the newsletter, and I hope it will always be part of my life.

— Bonnie Penders

Bob & Nancy Shipman — Members for 51 Years

Bob and Nancy Shipman, owners of the former Shipman Nursery in
South Glastonbury, and CHS members for 51 years.

Bob and Nancy Shipman are celebrating 51 years as members
of CHS. Bob, a nurseryman, owned and operated the family
business Shipman Nursery in South Glastonbury. The business
grew trees and shrubs, installed and designed landscape projects

for clients. Later, as perennials began to be in demand, the
nursery grew these as well. Nancy worked as the bookkeeper
for the business. Bob and Nancy were drawn to join CHS in
1965 when it met at the Historical Society. Back then, there
was more involvement from the University of Connecticut,
and there were many UConn professors who gave lectures.
Professors served on the board and also found speakers from
other universities who would share their subject matter at the
monthly meetings. The members learned things integral to the
nursery business. Author and Professor Michael Dirr came to
speak. Princeton Nursery also had a nurseryman come and give
a talk on hybridization.

Bob and Nancy retired in 2001, and the business started by
Bob’s father in 1948 retired with them. Together, they served at
35 consecutive Flower Shows for the society. They enjoyed the
camaraderie that develops when putting together a big project
with others. They remember the Harvest Show held at the
Pond House where members featured their vegetables, fruits
and plants. It was a place to show you were an accomplished
green thumb! Nancy and Bob continue to be active members
making most meetings. Through the years they have developed
many friendships at CHS. W%

— Cheryl Marino
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What a Difference a Year Makes: A Warm Start to Winter

s the year ends, we are continuing
Ato experience drought condi-

tions, despite the wet weather of
mid-December. More significantly, the
mercury has refused to drop to normal
winter levels, with only a few hard freez-
es and temperatures in the low 60s on
several occasions.

While such balmy conditions have
made working outside very pleasant
— even allowing some of us perpetual
laggards to finish the fall clean-up — it
has caused some horticultural and envi-
ronmental confusion.

As of the winter solstice, overwin-
tering plants such as garlic were actively
growing. Buds on early-blooming har-
bingers of spring, such as hellebores and
witch hazels (Hamamelis vernalis and
Hamamelis x intermedia) were already
swelling. In some areas, the foliage of
early minor bulbs such as snowdrops,
crocus and winter aconite have begun to
peek through the soil.

Bears were still active and about,
delaying the use of birdfeeders in some
areas. Ticks were also still active. Wasps
have been spotted flying as well.

Two meteorological events get the
credit (or the blame) for this situation.
One is a strong El Nino weather system,
which occurs when the Pacific trade winds
stop blowing from east to west and reverse

Happenings, from page 2

By Sarah Bailey

direction. The warm moisture from the
ocean surface then is carried over the
United States, causing the warmer than
normal — and usually wetter than normal
— winter. El Ninos are a stable weather
system lasting about a year. This one is
about six or seven months old, so we will
be seeing the effects for a while longer.

Additionally, the polar vortex has
a strong boundary, meaning that the
intensely cold weather is staying to our
north. (Last year, those boundaries were
weak, and the cold temperatures spilled
south.)

What does this mean for the coming
spring? To some extent that depends on
when, and how suddenly, we get signif-
icant cold.

Woody plants that are native to the
region have adapted to swings in tem-
perature. Their buds won’t open in an
early warm spell, anticipating more cold
weather. Trees and shrubs with a warmer
native region may get fooled. Unless the
plant is a new transplant it is likely to
recover, although next spring’s bloom
will be small or non-existent.

At the moment, the state’s tree fruit
crops are in good shape. According to
Mary Concklin, Fruit IPM Extension
Educator at UConn, the weather should
allow the necessary dormant period for
fruit trees. “As long as the temperatures

don’t fluctuate dramatically, [they]
should be okay ... but if they break
dormancy early and then we get a frost
or freeze after bud break we will have a
problem.”

Bulbs and other herbaceous perenni-
als should not be too heavily impacted.
The roots, crowns, rhizomes and bulbs
are protected underground and any
foliage or bud damage will be mostly
cosmetic. Early-season bulbs and peren-
nials often poke through snow and cold.
If developing flower buds freeze, next
spring’s color will be less, but the plant
itself should recover.

Warm weather, however, allows in-
sect populations to build up. We may
see more ticks, and more garden pests
next spring if we don’t have a significant
cold snap.

It is New England ... as Mark Twain
said, “If you don’t like the weather, wait a
minute.” We can only wait and see what

spring brings! W&

Sarah Bailey is the Hartford County coor-
dinator for the UConn Extension Master
Gardener Program and the Extension youth
gardening coordinator. She is a Certified Ad-
vanced Master Gardener and a Connecticut
Accredited Nursery Professional, and has
worked in the horticultural industry in a

variety of roles for the last two decades.

ity of life. Includes lunch. Luna Theater
at Mill No. 5, 205 Jackson St., Lowell,
MA. Hours are noon to 5 p.m. Fee: $15.
For more information, visit hetp://www.
thecarrotproject.org/farmer_resources/
making_it_happen. For questions,
email noelle.fogg@tufts.edu. Snow date:
Jan. 19.

Saturday, January 16— The Connecticut
Daylily Society celebrates its 25th an-
niversary with a noontime feast followed
by a double feature. Pot luck soups,
chili, side dishes, and anniversary cake
will be served. Two slideshows include
Tina Cotter’s highlights of member and

club events from the last 25 years, and a
“Members Favorites” montage of mem-
ber-grown daylilies. The event begins at
noon at Avon Senior Center, Sycamore
Hills Recreation Center, 635 West Avon
Road (Rt. 167), Avon. Free and open to
the public.

Monday and Tuesday, February 8 & 9,
2016 — The Kripalu Center in Stock-
bridge, MA, hosts the 2016 Soil &
Nutrition Conference: Nurturing Na-
ture for Food Quality. The 5th annual
conference gathers farmers, researchers,
nutritionists, and food system advocates
for an exploration of the relationship

between soil health, crop health, and hu-
man health. The focus is on regenerative
agriculture that builds soil, crop and eco-
system health. The 2-day agenda includes
plenary sessions, keynote addresses, and
two tracks of workshops. For complete
details, visit http://www.bionutrient.
org/soil-and-nutrition-conference. Fi-
nal registration (by Feb. 5, 2016): BFA
members, $175; non-members, $200.
Single day rate: BFA members, $100;
non-members, $125. To register, phone
Kripalu at 413-448-3152. Meals and
accommodations available at the Kripalu
Center. Separate fees apply.
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CHS Travel: Day Trips & Fabulous Adventures

March 6 & 7, 2016
Philadelphia Flower Show

America’s Largest Flower Show
Plus Historical Highlights in the
City of Brotherly Love

A visit to this country’s largest flower
show combines with highlights from
American history when CHS visits the
Philadelphia Flower Show on March
6 and 7, 2016. Reserve now for a trip
that includes an overnight stay, guided
tours of significant historical sights, an
18th century dinner, and a tour of the
flower show with thousands of displays,
180 shops, and more. The theme of the
2016 show is “Celebrate Our National
Parks.” The trip is sponsored by Friend-
ship Tours of Bloomfield. Cost: $369
per person, double occupancy; $439 per
person, single occupancy. Non-members
add $50. Depart: Emanuel Synagogue,
160 Mohegan Drive, West Hartford. A
deposit of $100 is due with each reserva-
tion with final payment on Jan. 15, 2016.
For reservations, call Barbara at 860-243-
1630 or visit www.friendshiptours.net.

April 1-9, 2016
Reserve Now for Gardens of
Virginia & North Carolina

A 9-Day Odyssey Packed
With Attractions

You won't want to miss this one! From
Friday, April 1, through Saturday, April
9, travel with CHS to Charlottesville
and Alexandria, Va., and Asheville and
Winston-Salem, NC. Stops along the
way include James Madison’s Montpe-
lier, a tour of the University of Virginia,
a full day at the Biltmore Estate with
tours of the house, gardens, and winery,
Old Salem Museum and Gardens, the
Museum of Early Southern Decorative
Arts, Triebel Gardens, Reynolda House
(the home of R.J. Reynolds), the Amer-
ican Horticultural Society’s River Farm
during the Spring Garden Market, plus
dinner and dancing on a cruise on the Po-
tomac, cherry blossom season in Wash-
ington, D.C., and more! Fee: $2,199
per person for twin occupancy; $2,899
per person for single occupancy. CHS
members receive a $50 discount. Full
payment is due by Feb. 1. Fee includes
deluxe motorcoach transportation, 8
nights hotel accommodations including
hotel tax and baggage, 5 dinners, 4 hot
buffet breakfasts, 2 lunches, sightseeing
per itinerary, driver gratuity, and $50 per
person donation to CHS. Space is lim-
ited. Reservations are available through
the end of January only. To reserve or for
a complete flyer, contact Barbara at 860-
243-1630 or 800-243-1630. Depart:
from Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan
Drive, West Hartford, where cars can be
parked for duration of the trip.
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Wednesday, June 1, 2016

Impressionism:
American Gardens on Canvas

A Daytrip to the
New York Botanical Garden

Join CHS for a daytrip to the Bronx,
N.Y., when we visit NYBG’s exhibit /m-
pressionism: American Gardens on Canvas.
The show examines the art-historical and
horticultural significance of the widely
popular garden subjects that prevailed
in the United States between 1887 and
1917. In the Conservatory, the horticul-
tural exhibit will evoke several gardens
depicted in American Impressionist
paintings on display in the Art Gallery. In
the Art Gallery, works include paintings
and sculptures by William Merritt Chase,
Childe Hassam, John Singer Sargent, and
other leading American impressionists.
Fee: $79 per person CHS members;
$89 non-members. To reserve, please call
Friendship Tours at 860-243-1630 or
800-243-1630, or visit www.friendship-
tours.net. From West Hartford: depart
Emanuel Synagogue at 7:30 a.m., return-
ing at 7:30 p.m. From East Hartford:
depart commuter lot at 500 Main St., at
8 a.m., returning at 7 p.m.
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. CHS Calendar at a Glance Dated Material ¥ Please Rush
. January 7 — Board meeting, CHS office, :

Rocky Hill, 7 p.m. :
: January 15 — Deadline for CHS February :
: Newsletter :
: January 21 — CHS Anniversary Night
& Program meeting. Erik Lukingbeal,

retired trial lawyer and president and

chairman of the CT Forest and Park

Association, presents an “Annual :

Physical for CT Forests,” West Hartford :
© (see page 3) :
¢ February 6 — 8th Biennial Symposium,
' Gardening With a Purpose, an exciting

day of inspiration, insight, and new

ideas (see pages 5-7)

Flower Show — Join us in February!
(See page 12)

The CHS Newsletter is printed

on recycled paper with soya ink.
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CT Flower & Garden Show ~ February 18-21, 2016

Volunteer alongside us... and get into the show free on the day you volunteer! We once again will host the
seminars at the upper level of the show. Volunteers are needed to help with the creative presentation we use to

promote CHS membership. Why don’t you get in on the fun?

To Volunteer During the Show: View schedules online at cthort.org. See which shifts are open then call
the office or write: chs.flowershow@gmail.com to reserve your slot.

About Training: Don't be afraid — we'll train you in touting the benefits of joining CHS! Training takes
place January 21, 2016, at 6 p.m. before our regular meeting. Join us for appetizers and share our experi-
ence with the show.

Member Benefit: Through Tuesday, Feb. 16, 2016, discounted Flower Show tickets will be available for
$14 at the office or at the January 21 meeting. Save 25% off the door price. Tickets must be picked up at
the meeting or in Rocky Hill during office hours.

*THANKS to all of our members who purchased bulbs from our Bulb Sale in October and November.
We netted several hundred dollars, which will offset the expense of our presentation at the Flower Show.

*THANKS to White Flower Farm for their generous donation of bulbs, and to Van Engelen Inc. for dis-
counting our purchases to allow us to have proceeds to spare. Please remember our supporters when you
make your garden purchase decisions.




