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2016 Garden Trends Report: “Syncing with Nature”
Eight gardening and lifestyle trends that connect the industry with consumers

The Garden Media Group, a 
boutique PR and marketing 
firm out of Philadelphia, has 

released its Garden Trends Report for 
2016. Their annual report is one of the 
most published garden studies in trade 
and consumer news. This year’s report, 
Syncing with Nature, finds that garden-
ing is transforming into a connected 
lifestyle, given the plugged-in status of 
the millennial generation. 

“Consumers are seeking experi-
ences that enhance their wellbeing 
and support their busy lifestyles,” says 
Susan McCoy, president of Garden 
Media. “When used together, technol-
ogy can bring people into nature and 
connect one to the other.” 

The report says that consumers are 
merging technology with nature, not as 
a distraction, but as a way to explore, 
educate and entertain. 

“Consumers are constantly con-
nected, and that’s not a bad thing. It’s 
time for the industry to fully embrace 
technology and all it can do for the 
garden,” says McCoy. “The more con-
sumers learn about nature, the more 
they will grow to care about it.”

Being in sync with nature is the 
first step in a healthy and rewarding 

lifestyle, according to the report. Peo-
ple have a passion for preserving the 
earth, and any small change in home 
landscapes can have a big impact. 

In their latest Garden Trends Re-
port, Garden Media identified eight 
consumer trends that will influence the 
garden and outdoor living industry in 
2016 and beyond. These new trends 
show ways to lure future gardeners – 
and their digital accessories – outdoors 
to connect with a broader community. 

1. Connected Greenery: We walk, 
talk and sleep with our phones. Now, 
people are getting plugged-in outside, 
too, syncing garden habits with tech-
nology. People want to be successful 
with plants without a lot of work or 
information. To do this, they are turn-
ing to technology to help grow plants 
both indoors and in the garden. 

2. NaTECHure: The intersection 
of two of the hottest trends in educa-
tion: technology and nature. It com-
bines virtual and augmented reality 
to engage kids with gardening, health 
and fitness in fun, new ways. Whether 
running, playing, storytelling, or even 
geocaching, this trend has the poten-
tial to mobilize a new generation of 
nature lovers. 

3. Welltality: Horticulture is in-
trinsically tied to health and wellness. 
From what we eat, to our environ-
ment, people want to be happy and 
healthy in mind, body and soul. From 
cleaning the air of volatile organic 
compounds to providing fresh antiox-
idants at our fingertips, we can receive 
valuable health benefits from plants in 
our homes and gardens. 
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Outdoors it was cold and bright with 
a fresh coat of snow having fallen the 
evening before…just to make the early 
morning symposium prep all the more 
challenging! Indoors, the Mark Twain 
house was abuzz with a sold-out crowd 
in attendance, excited for the day’s 
events. 
Speaker sessions were insightful 
discussions on shade gardening, 
unusual fruit trees and choosing 
specimens with a purpose in mind. All 
three sessions were standing room only.
The midday break allowed attendees 
time to enjoy a delicious lunch, shop 
the diverse, quality vendors, bid on 
silent auction treasures and take a tour 
of the Mark Twain house. Attendee 
reviews were flattering: great venue, 
outstanding speakers, good value, 
delicious food and just the right 
amount, great way to spend a winter 
day, the compliments went on and on.
Heartfelt thanks to the dozens of CHS 
members who made the day such a 
success. Your commitment, positive 
energy, high standards and attention 
to detail made for a worthwhile day 
for attendees and a profitable one for 
CHS:
●	 Symposium Committee Members:  
Bonnie Hoskins, Leslie Shields, Cheryl 
Whalen, Faith Geist, Christa Sywenkyj, 
Jody Morgan, Cheryl Marino, Diane 
Erling, Keri Milne, David Witkins and 
Brett Isaacson along with Committee 
Chairperson – Joan Stubenrauch.

(continued on page 7)

Gardening with a Purpose Symposium – 
Huge Success!

Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please include the title, location, time, date and 
any fee associated with the activity. Kindly format the announcement to resemble the entries below and 

email it to news@cthort.org. Deadline for April issue is March 15.

March 5 – The Hardy Plan Society presents March into Spring – The Soup Symposium; 
starting at 10 a.m. at Bethany Covenant Church Fellowship Hall, 785 Mill Street, Berlin. Day 
includes three expert speakers, vendors and a renowned lunch of hearty soups. Contact Leslie 
at (860) 747-8175 or by e-mail at selchie1@comcast.net with any questions. 		
Fee: Members - $40. Non-members - $45. 

March 9 – Well-known author and gardener extraordinaire Page Dickey will speak about her 
new book, Outstanding American Gardens: A Celebration – 25 Years of the Garden Conservancy, 
at a program benefiting Elizabeth Park Conservancy. Lecture, book signing and luncheon 

●	 Other Contributors:  Barry Avery 
(special thanks for stepping in to emcee!), 
Bonnie Penders, Ellen Bender, Lea 
Anne Moran and Ken Stubenrauch.
●	 CHS Members who donated to the 
Silent Auction:  Nancy Brennick and 
Dick Kuzmak, Bonnie Hoskins, Judy 
King, Sharon Mann, Elizabeth Morin, 
and Joan and Ken Stubenrauch.
Here’s a recap of the financial success 
of the day:
	 • Sell-out crowd of 170 nets 		
	 $5,994 after expenses.
	 • $1,485 collected from the 		
	 14 vendors.
	 • The 32 silent auction items 		
	 and sales of Ken Druse 		
	 books contributed $1,836.
	 • Total net income from the 		
	 Symposium totals $9,315 		
	 (preliminary).
Congratulations to all on a job well 
done!

Speakers Ken Druse, Dan Furman and 
Nancy DuBrule-Clemente pose with Mark Twain 

made of LEGOS® and Joan Stubenrauch, 
CHS Symposium Chairperson.
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CHS Program Meeting 
Meetings are open to everyone with 
a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the 
door from non-members. For more 
information, visit www.cthort.org. 
Date: Thursday, March 17, 2016 
Time: Program starts 7:30 p.m. 
Come early – 6:45 p.m. – to 
socialize, browse CHS library 
books, participate in raffle items, 
see travel fliers, ask questions. 
Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 
160 Mohegan Dr., West Hartford

Speaker: Glenn Dreyer 
Native Plants & Ecological Research

at the Arboretum  
This month’s meeting features Glenn 

Dreyer, a hybrid ecologist and horticul-
turist whose professional interests include 
vegetation management, the problem of 
exotic invasive woody plants, the cultiva-
tion and ecology of eastern North Amer-
ican native shrubs and Connecticut’s big 
and historic trees.  His professional and 
research interests focus on the interface 
between horticulture and ecology.

Glenn started working for the Con-
necticut College Arboretum in New 
London in a landscape maintenance 
capacity while still a graduate student in 
1982. The next year he became Assistant 
Arboretum Director and in 1988 he 
was appointed Arboretum director. As 
Director of the Arboretum, Glenn over-
sees all department functions, including 
education, planning, land management, 
collection curation, research and fund 
raising. Glenn is also an adjunct professor 
of botany and served as executive director 
of the College’s Goodwin-Niering Center 
for the Environment from 1997 to 2015. 

“Here at Connecticut 
College we are engaged 
in inventing cooperative, 
ecologically sensitive land 
management. I believe our 
results will be a model for 
other institutions.”
                  - Glenn Dreyer

Glenn is the author of the books 
Connecticut’s Notable Trees (1998) and 
Greening Connecticut Cities & Towns: 
Managing Public Trees and Community 
Forests (2005), and a variety of profes-
sional publications on invasive species 
and vegetation management. 

Mr. Dreyer is President of the Con-
necticut Botanical Society and serves on 
the Connecticut Urban Forest Council, 
and the Connecticut Tree Protection Ex-
amining Board, which creates standards 
for licensing arborists. 

On campus, he is a member of the 
Environmental Model Committee and 
the Facilities and Land Management 
Committee. Off campus, Glenn enjoys 
playing the great highland bagpipe and 
Scottish smallpipes and helping his wife, 
Wendy, with her Australian shepherd 
dogs.

Glenn Dreyer, Adj. Assoc. Botany 
Professor, Connecticut College.

In the event of inclement weather 
on the night of a CHS Program 
Meeting, tune into WFSB TV 
Channel 3 or call the CHS office 
at (860) 529-8713 for a recorded 
message. 

2016 Service Award
Giving Recognition and Gratitude 

By Kathy Niver
CHS is the organization it is because 
of the dedication and generosity of its 
members. Countless individuals give 
of themselves and their time for others 
to enjoy the monthly meetings and the 
numerous and varied horticultural events 
offered by CHS.
To recognize these efforts, CHS annually 
presents a Service Award to one member 
who has selflessly contributed their time 
and energy for the good of all. The Service 
Award is granted based on peer nomina-
tions. Ask yourself, “Who has made it pos-
sible for me to enjoy some of the benefits 
of CHS?” Then send your nomination, 
including a brief letter about the candidate 
(include as much background as you can) 
and why they should be considered to:

Bonnie Penders, CHS Office 
2433 Main Street 

Rocky Hill, CT 06067
or via email: connhort@gmail.com  

subject line “Service Award”
It only takes a few moments to recognize 
the work done by others, which we all 
ultimately enjoy. Don’t delay making this 
small expression of gratitude. Please send 
your submission today! Nominations 
must be received by March 30, 2016.  
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nia at Berkeley. He was also the recipient of 
a Guggenheim Fellowship for Biology and 
Plant Science in 1947 and subsequently 
studied orchid genetics in England. After 
many years of outstanding work in plant 
breeding, specializing in orchids, delphini-
ums and carnations, Dr. Mehlquist joined 
the staff at the University of Connecticut 
in 1952 where he continued his work as 
a horticultural researcher, plant breeder, 
hybridizer, educator and writer. While at 
UConn his interest in rhododendrons led 
to the development of several vigorous 
cold-hardy rhododendrons.
Every year CHS seeks nominations for 
this prestigious award named in his honor. 

2016 Mehlquist Award
Recognizing contributions to horticulture or the art of gardening

By Fairlee Latawic, CHS Board Member and Historian

In 1987, on its 100th anniversary, the 
Connecticut Horticultural Society es-
tablished the Gustav Mehlquist award 

to honor our member, Dr. Gustav Me-
hlquist, for his extraordinary contribution 
to horticulture in the state of Connecticut. 
Dr. Mehlquist, long recognized as one of 
the leading horticulturists in the United 
States, was a member of CHS, the American 
Rhododendron Society, The Connecticut 
Nurseryman’s association and a professor of 
Plant Science at the University of Connecti-
cut. Born in Sweden, Dr. Mehlquist earned 
his bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Connecticut in 1936 and in 1939, earned 
his doctorate from the University of Califor-

Past recipients have included: Dick Jaynes 
(1988), Nancy and Robert Shipman 
(1997), Sydney Eddison (2002) and Tovah 
Martin (2013).
If you know a Connecticut resident who 
deserves to be honored and recognized 
for their significant and extraordinary 
contributions in horticulture or the art 
of gardening, please submit a nomination 
letter describing the background and 
qualifications of your nominee to Bonnie 
Penders, CHS Office, 2433 Main St, Rocky 
Hill, CT 06067 or via email to 
Connhort@gmail.com by April 30th, 
2016.

gardens and their relevance to the historic 
site they surround. 
Stanley-Whitman House was chosen to 
be part of the group by a panel of master 
gardeners who analyzed the quality of the 
museum’s utilitarian gardens and apple 
orchard all based on the High Street 
location of the historic home.  They also 
evaluated the museum’s education pro-
grams relating to the gardens. 
In addition to Stanley-Whitman House, 
Connecticut Historic Gardens includes 
the Bellamy-Ferriday House & Garden 

Stanley-Whitman House Joins Connecticut Historic Gardens Group

In February, the Stanley-Whitman 
House was selected to join 14 other 
museums in the Connecticut His-

toric Gardens consortium, dedicated to 
representing historically accurate grounds 
and gardens within the state. Stan-
ley-Whitman House is a museum of Early 
American history in the heart of historic 
Farmington Village. At the center of the 
museum is a rare ca. 1720 Post Medieval 
historic house, named as Connecticut’s 
first National Historic Landmark in 
1961. The museum complex at 37 High 
St., Farmington, also includes a modern 
classroom, collection storage, research 
library and galleries. More than 4,500 
school children take part in education 
programs including garden tours each 
year, and the gardens are also enjoyed by 
some 15,000 other visitors who tour the 
museum annually.
The Farmington museum is the newest 
member of the partnership that seeks to 
raise awareness of Connecticut’s public 
sites offering visitors the chance to ex-
plore a variety of garden styles and time 
periods.  Gaining membership to the 
group is a highly selective process, and is 
based upon the integrity of grounds and 

Raised beds at 
Stanley-Whitman House.

in Bethlehem, Butler-McCook House & 
Garden in Hartford,  Florence Griswold 
Museum in Old Lyme, Glebe House 
Museum & The Gertrude Jekyll Gardens 
in Woodbury, Harkness Memorial State 
Park in Waterford, Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Center in Hartford, Hill-Stead Museum 
in Farmington, New London Histori-
cal Society and Shaw Mansion in New 
London, Osborne Homestead Museum 
& Kellogg Environmental Center in 
Derby, Promisek at Three Rivers Farm 
in Bridgewater, and Roseland Cottage in 
Woodstock. The consortium promotes 
its members through marketing efforts, 
including an annual Historic Gardens 
Day in June, and participation in state 
and regional garden shows. 
Garden help is always needed so please 
consider volunteering. Visitors are wel-
come at the Stanley-Whitman House 
from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Wednesday-Friday, 
and noon-4 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.  
House tours are $7 for adults; $4 for 
children ages 5-18; and $5 for seniors 
over the age of 63. Go to www.stanley-
whitman.org or call (860) 677-9222 for 
more information.
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4. Makers’ Lifestyle: The DIY 
movement gets a facelift as people shift 
from “doing” to “making.” Homeown-
ers and renters alike want to experience 
outdoor living in a way that maintains 
a sense of home and familiarity but 
personalized to their tastes. They want 
to engage with outdoor environments 
in a more hands-on way. 

5. Backyard Boldness: Taking an 
individualized approach to outdoor 
living, people are turning to new cus-
tomization, lighting and movement to 
add a sense of whimsy to their yards. 
Transforming porch swings and swim-
ming pools, homeowners are moving 
away from subtle, minimalist aesthet-

ics toward designs that heighten sen-
sory appeal. Masses of multi-colored 
bulbs or an LED-lit tree swing can 
make the backyard truly pop.

6. Layered Landscapes: People 
want to bring their yard back to a more 
natural habitat as each plant serves a 
purpose in supporting local, natural 
ecosystems, pollinators and other 
wildlife. Consumers need to plant 
layers of majestic trees, understory 
trees, shrubs, flowers, native grasses 
and ground covers that provide food 
and habitat for a variety of wildlife, 
from insects to birds. Creating a safe 
environment from the ground up is 
key for a healthy ecosystem. 

7. Petscaping: Pet owners spend 
about $60 billion on their pets each 
year for food, toys and products to 

Syncing with Nature, from page 1      

keep their four-legged friends healthy 
and safe. They believe, like eating nu-
tritious food, the safest practice is to 
use organic lawn products and limit 
the use of potentially harmful garden 
chemicals. 

8. Precious Resources: The re-
sources that we depend on to garden, 
particularly water, are limited and need 
protection. How to garden with less 
water continues to be a top priority. 
New technologies and plants offer the 
opportunity to protect and conserve 
resources with small lifestyle changes 
that will make an evolutionary impact 
on the gardening experience. 

In future newsletters, we’ll explore 
some of these trends with local suppli-
ers, enthusiasts and experts.  

To learn more, download the com-
plete 2016 Garden Trends Report at 
grow.gardenmediagroup.com/2016-
garden-trends-report. Past reports and 
methodology can be found at 		
www.gardenmediagroup.com/. Read 
Garden Media’s GROW! blog for 
weekly updates at 			 
grow.gardenmediagroup.com/.
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Keri Milne enters a new membership for George M. 
– who was our UConn scholarship winner in 1973!

CT Flower Show Puts CHS Membership “In the Spotlight” 
By Co-Chairs Nancy Brennick and Keri Milne

This year’s Flower Show could 
not have been a better harbinger of 
spring!  Outdoor temperatures alter-
nately hit 24º and 57º while inside the 
CT Convention Center thousands of 
forced flowers, bulbs, trees and shrubs 
cajoled show goers into planning their 
gardens now.  

Up on the ballroom level, with 
an absolutely gorgeous view of the 
Connecticut River, CHS volunteers 
set out pots of more than 1,400 bulbs 
that were forced for the show.  Mixes 
of fragrant narcissus, tulips and hya-
cinths put the spotlight on the benefits 
of membership in CHS.  Every sem-
inar attendee had to pass our display, 
giving us the opportunity to engage 

almost 1,600 avid gardeners who like 
to learn from speakers. In the process 
43 new members enrolled in CHS.  
Our thanks go out to our volunteers 
who staffed the membership table 
and introduced speakers as show am-
bassadors. 

In addition, the family of David 

Smith donated his garden library to 
be sold at the show to benefit our 
scholarship fund.  David’s son, Bob 
Smith, manned the table throughout 
the show and raised $1,100 for the 
fund.  Many old friends stopped by to 
share memories of David and White 
Flower Farm where he was Horticul-
turist from 1954-1986.  

After the show we received dona-
tions in exchange for plants which 
raised an additional $400.

MANY THANKS TO CHS Part-
ner WHITE FLOWER FARM:  None 
of the beautiful flowers would be there 
without the partnership of our friends 
at White Flower Farm and Head Gar-
dener, the incredible Cheryl Whalen! 
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CHS Travel: Adventures Abound 

TUESDAY - FRIDAY
SEPTEMBER 13-16, 2016 

Grand Estates and Gardens of 
Pennsylvania & Delaware 

Mark your calendar to sit back and enjoy a 
garden tour of some of the most beautiful 
properties in these states. 
Day 1 - Pennsylvania
Bartram’s Garden – John Bartram, Amer-
ica’s first botanist, purchased this 102-acre 
Philadelphia property in 1728. Enjoy a 
guided tour of this property which has 
grown into 10 greenhouses, a collection 
of over 1,400 native plant species and over 
1,000 exotics.
Day 2 - Delaware
Neumours Mansion and Gardens – Built 
by Alfred du Pont, this is a spectacular resto-
ration of an incredible 18th century French 
style estate displays both French opulence 
and American ingenuity. Tour the grandest 
residence ever constructed in Delaware and 
the largest formal French garden in North 
America.
Hagley Museum – Explore the home of E.I 
du Pont, founder of DuPont Company fol-
lowed by dinner with David Cole, Executive 
Director of the Hagley. Mr. Cole will share a 
behind the scenes look at some items from 
the collection prior to dinner.
Day 3 – Delaware & Pennsylvania
Longwood Gardens – Enjoy one of the 
great gardens of the world, from a four-acre 
Conservatory to the splendor of 20 outdoor 
gardens. See dazzling displays that elevate 
the art of horticulture, relax and reconnect 
with nature. Discover the heritage and in-

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call                 
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 (toll-free (800) 243-1630) or                                                

visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2016  
16th Annual Nursery Crawl

Take a late-spring getaway to the Berk-
shires to visit two renowned nurseries and 
enjoy a fabulous meal.
➣	 1st Nursery: WINDY HILL FARM, 
in Great Barrington, Mass. is nestled in 
the beautiful Berkshire Hills of western 
Massachusetts. Whether you are looking 
for a landscape consultation, design and 
installation, a rare specimen plant, or advice 
on home orchard and small fruit design, 
Windy Hill Farm will deliver a unique 
horticultural experience. 
➣	 Enjoy a fabulous lunch at Chef 
Michael Ballon’s beautiful gilded age 
CASTLE STREET CAFE located in 
Great Barrington, MA. This café has been 
listed in Yankee magazine, Best of New 
England as one of the best restaurants in 
Massachusetts! 
➣	 2nd Nursery: WARD’S NURSERY 
AND GARDEN CENTER was founded 
by Donald Ward in 1957 and is operated 
today by his sons, Mike and Greg. The 
nursery has won accolades for their ex-
ceptional nursery stock. Their beautiful 
garden center offers charming statuary, 
pottery, furniture, annuals, perennials, a 
tropical greenhouse and hanging baskets. 
Ward’s has many professionals on staff who 
will eagerly share ideas.
Fee: $81 per person for CHS members; 
$89 non-members. From West Hartford: 
depart Emanuel Synagogue at 7:00 a.m., 
return at 7:00 p.m. From East Hartford: 
depart commuter lot at 500 Main St. at 
8:00 a.m., return at 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2016 
Impressionism: American Gardens 
on Canvas – New York Botanical 

Garden
This CHS daytrip will transport you back 
to the days of the American impressionists. 
Travel to the New York Botanical Garden 
in Bronx, N.Y. to view the exhibit Impres-
sionism: American Gardens on Canvas. The 
show will explore gardens that were widely 
popular in the United States during the 
American Impressionist era between 1887 
and 1917. In addition, the Art Gallery 
will display works from William Merritt 
Chase, Childe Hassam, John Singer Sar-
gent and other leading American impres-
sionist artists. Fee: $79 per person for CHS 
members; $89 non-members. From West 
Hartford: depart Emanuel Synagogue at 
7:30 a.m., return at 7:30 p.m. From East 
Hartford: depart commuter lot at 500 
Main St. at 8:00 a.m., return at 7:00 p.m.

Call for 

availability...

(continued on page 7)
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Happenings, from page 2      
take place from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the 
Pond House Café, 1555 Asylum Ave., West 
Hartford, located on the grounds of the his-
toric Elizabeth Park gardens. Fee: Lunch and 
lecture $35. To reserve your seat, visit www.
pondhousecafe.com/events/category/all/ or 
call (860) 231-9443, ext. 101.

March 10 – The West Hartford Garden 
Club meeting, starts at noon and includes 
speaker Lelaneia Dubay who will discuss Rain 
Gardens. Learn how these beneficial gardens 
can redirect rain and storm runoff to add 
beauty to your landscape and positively impact 
the environment. The meeting includes a light 
lunch and is held at Westminster Presbyterian 
Church, 2080 Boulevard, West Hartford. To 
reserve your spot, call (860) 561-0724 or 
visit www.westhartfordgardenclub.org. Fee: 
Non-members are asked for a $10 donation.

March 15 – The East Windsor Garden 
Club presents Advantages of Raised Bed 
Gardening with CHS Vice President Barry 
Avery. Barry will discuss selecting a site, 
types of raised bed construction and soil fill 
material. The meeting will be held at the 
Park Hill Community Room at 1a Park Hill 
(off Windsorville Road) in East Windsor, at 
7 p.m. A business meeting, refreshments, 
socializing and a raffle will follow the speaker 
presentation. Open to the public. Donations 
appreciated. 

March 18 – UConn Extension’s 2016 
Garden Conference, University of Connecti-
cut, Lewis B. Rome Commons, Storrs. All-
day conference features top national speakers 
and local experts on various aspects of garden 
design, maintenance and plant selection. 
Conference offers valuable educational op-
portunities for gardeners of all levels, from 
the casual to the Advanced Master Gardener.  
Fee: A pre-registration fee of $90 per person is 
due by March 11.  The fee is $100 per person 
if postmarked after March 11 or for walk-ins.  
Student registration is $25 with valid school 
ID.  Registration is limited and nonrefund-
able. Program and registration information, 
including online registration is available at 
www.2016garden.uconn.edu.

March 19 – 12 p.m. to 3 p.m., Con-
necticut Daylily Society - Guest Speaker 
Melodye Campbell presents Late Bloom-
ing Daylilies at Sycamore Hills Recre-

ation Center, 635 West Avon Road, Avon. 
Meeting includes slideshow, food, and door 
prizes. Free and open to the public. Visit                      
ctdaylilysociety.wordpress.com/about/ for 
further info and directions.

March 19 – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Connecti-
cut Master Gardener Association Annual 
Symposium – Gardening Gone Native takes 
place at Connecticut College, 270 Mohegan 
Ave, New London. Full day includes speak-
ers, breakout sessions, vendors, raffles, silent 
auction and meals. Fee: $65 for CMGA 
members; $85 non-members. Visit www.
CTMGA.org  for details and to register.

March 19 – 20 – Sat. noon to 5 p.m.; Sun. 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nutmeg Orchid Society 
Annual Show and Sale: hobbyists, commer-
cial growers and Orchid Societies present 
orchids from all over the world.  Plants 
and supplies will be for sale. West Hartford 
Meeting & Conf. Center, 50 South Main St., 
West Hartford. Admission is $10, under 12 
free. For more info: www.nutmegorchids.org .

March 22 – 23 (with optional exam 
Thursday morning, March 24) – Landscape 
Design Study School holds the second of 
four courses required to earn a Landscape 
Design Consultant Certificate. Courses are 
offered annually by the Federated Garden 
Club of CT. For more information about 
this program, or to register, visit ctgarden-
clubs.org and click on ‘Education/Schools’ or 
contact Susan Laursen, sklaursen@aol.com, 
(203)1415-2077.

March 23, 6 p.m. and April 9, 1 p.m. – 
Butternut Gardens in Southport presents 
a workshop by flower farmer and garden 
speaker, Evelyn Lee, on Perennials for easy 
maintenance gardening. Learn to create 
a succession of color and a garden rich 
in textures and tones by adding relatively 
low-maintenance perennials to your land-
scape or creating a perennial border.  Work-
shop lasts three hours. Fee: $49. 
Visit www.butternutgardens.com to register.

April 2 – 3 – Sat. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sun. 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. CT Cactus and Suc-
culent Society 33rd Annual Show and Sale: 
Naugatuck Valley Community College, 750 
Chase Parkway. Waterbury (Exit 18 off I-84) 
west entrance. Juried show, auction, vendors 
and book sale. Free admission to show and sale.

CHS Travel, from page 6

delible mark of founder, Pierre S. du Pont.
Valley Forge – Off to help celebrate the 
centennial of the National Park Service 
with a visit to VALLEY FORGE. Meet 
a historic guide for a tour of the Park. 
Re-live the Revolutionary times at Wash-
ington’s headquarters, Memorial Chapel, 
the soldiers’ huts, old covered bridges and 
encampments.
Day 4 – Pennsylvania
Chanticleer Garden – The guided tour 
of the estate of the wealthy Rosengarten 
family highlights this 31-acre pleasure gar-
den featuring courtyards framing unusual 
combinations of perennials, punctuated by 
pots of tropical plants.
Paxson Hill Farm – Experience the 
homegrown nursery and source of design 
inspiration for owner and horticulturalist, 
Bruce Gangawar. Ten acres of public display 
gardens accompany the nursery specializing 
in rare, landscape-sized perennials, aquatic 
plants and domestic and imported koi fish. 
A special, private tour will give access to an 
additional ten acres of private estate gardens.
Fee: $829 per person for twin occupancy; 
$1,079 for single occupancy. CHS members 
receive a $50 discount. A deposit of $150/
person is payable to reserve your spot with 
full payment due by July 15. Depart: from 
Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, 
West Hartford where cars can be parked for 
the duration of the trip.

Calling all 
Party Animals!
The 2016 – 2017 season will mark the 130th 
Anniversary of the Connecticut Horticultural 
Society and is cause for celebration. We 
will be bringing in a nationally recognized 
speaker and would like to plan interesting 
and festive events to mark this milestone. 
Would you like to take part in planning the 
commemorative festivities? If so, please join 
the 130th Anniversary Committee by con-
tacting Bonnie Penders at the CHS Office 
via email: connhort@gmail.com, subject line 
“130th Anniversary Celebration.” We can’t 
do this without you…thanks for helping out!
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CHS Calendar at a Glance

Mar. 3 – CHS Board of Directors meeting, 	
	 7:00 p.m., Rocky Hill office

Mar. 15 – April newsletter content 		
	 deadline

Mar. 17 – CHS Program meeting, 		
	 7:30 p.m.; Glenn Dreyer – 		
	 Native Plants & Ecological 		
	 Research at the Arboretum 		
	 (see page 3)

Mar. 30 – Nominations due for 2016 		
	 Service Award (see page 3)

Be a part of this exciting tradition 
that has become a sure sign of spring. 
There will be trees, shrubs, peren-
nials, annuals and assorted other 
items for sale, donated by members 
and our nursery friends. The eve-
ning’s proceeds fund scholarships 
for deserving horticulture students 
at UConn and Naugatuck Valley 
Community College. 

NEW Location: This year’s Spring 
Plant Sale and Auction will take 
place on Friday, April 29 at a new 
venue – Bethany Covenant Church, 
785 Mill St. (Rt. 372), Berlin. The 
new site includes a spacious Fellow-
ship Hall with ground-level entranc-
es and a huge parking lot.

Please consider helping as vol-
unteers are needed for all sorts of 

April 29 CHS Spring Plant Sale and Auction – Save the Date!!! 
By Co-Chairs Trish Lyons and Leslie Shields

things from donations and pricing, 
to set up and break down.  Send a 
note to cthortauction@gmail.com 
if you’re willing to lend a hand. And, 
of course, we are always in need of 
enthusiastic plant buyers! 

Auction schedule – Friday, April 29:
5:00 p.m. Doors open for 		
	    donations and setup
6:30 p.m. Table viewing
7:00 p.m. Plant sale
7:15 p.m. Plant auction

DONATION DETAILS
➣	 Pot your donations early to 
allow them to recover and adjust to 
potted life. Please use pots – NOT 
paper cups, plastic bags, etc. – so that 
your plant displays well and keeps its 
soil. Resist the urge to make several 
small divisions; a few bigger plants 

will bring in a better price. Include 
a label with the plant’s common and 
botanical names (if possible) and its 
cultural preferences. Drop donations 
– along with your name, address and 
list of plants donated – on auction 
day from 5 to 6 p.m. Plant list and 
donator info is required for you to 
receive a record of donation. 
➣	 Ask your local nurseries and 
garden centers for plant donations. 
Most nurseries are receptive to the 
request. Donations are tax deduct-
ible for nurseries and a good way to 
advertise to CHS members. Please 
bring a list of the plants donated and 
the name and address of the nursery 
when you drop off so that CHS can 
properly acknowledge the donation. 
➣	 Donations accepted from 5 to 
6 p.m. on the day of the auction.


