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Water-wise Gardening
By Sarah Bailey

Forecasts for the summer are 
inconsistent but none predicts 
above-average precipitation 

and many forecast above-average tem-
peratures, including a greater-than-nor-
mal number of days above 90 degrees. 
While New England is blessed with 
comparatively abundant water resources, 
it’s still a good idea to be water-conscious. 
And, from a gardening perspective, being 
water-wise is just good common sense.

Water-wise gardening practices are 
also good overall garden practices. If 
you follow some simple basic concepts, 
your garden should do well in almost any 
moisture condition. You’ll be prepared 
for drought without any extra effort.

Right Plant, Right Place
Putting a plant in the wrong environ-
ment stresses it, impacting its ability 
to withstand adverse conditions. It 
won’t thrive, even in the best of times. 
If a plant needs more water than the 
environment usually can provide, it 
will likely die in a drought. A plant 
in the right place will always mean 
less work for the gardener! No matter 
how much you crave a particular plant, 
be respectful of its needs. It’s okay to 
experiment a bit, but don’t push the 

envelope too much. Sunlight, soil 
moisture and drainage, along with 
temperatures, both 
high and low, matter.

If your gardens 
tend to be dry even in 
“normal” seasons you 
will want to carefully 
consider the water 
demands of the plants 
in your plans. Turf, 
for instance, requires 
more water than we 
get from the average 
amount of rainfall for 
our region. It’s im-
possible to maintain 
a truly healthy lawn 

without additional water in any year. 
Consider using more native plants, 

which are adapted to our area and can 
better handle the extremes than non-na-
tives. Another reason to incorporate 
more natives in your garden is the value 
they add to the diversity of local wildlife.

Soil
This leads into the next concept, 
which is the soil itself.  Develop an 
understanding of your soil’s ability 
to drain (or hold) water. Just looking 
around above ground won’t give you 
all the answers. Do a perc test to see 
how quickly water drains from your 
soil. Get a soil test to determine its 
content. You can amend areas of your 
soil as needed to achieve the right 
texture, but the water content of the 
area soil may not be something you 
can manipulate. It’s helpful to have an 
entire year to see how the moisture lev-
els behave throughout the season. For 
instance, I live on a significant slope, 

meaning the garden 
beds should drain 
well. They do, but 
that doesn’t mean the 
soil is dry. Because of 
all the underground 
aquifers coming off 
the ridge, the soil 
a lmost  a lways has 
some moisture in it. 
Well-rooted, estab-
lished plants rarely 
need watering – but 
new plantings don’t 
have the root system 
to reach down far 
enough.

In This Issue:
Horticultural Happenings Page 2

Speaker Program Page 3

REMINDER:

– Begonia Tour-White Flower Farm 

– Ballek’s Garden Talk Page 4

Traveling with CHS Page 7

Consider using more 

native plants, which 

are adapted to our 

area and can better 

handle the extremes 

than non-natives.

-S. Bailey

Geranium maculatum or Wild Geranium is a 
drought-tolerant, native plant. 
-Photo compliments of Prairie Moon Nursery; 
www.prariemoon.com
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Horticultural Happenings & Announcements
Note: Happenings are listed on a space-available basis. Please include the title, location, time, date and 
any fee associated with the activity. Kindly format the announcement to resemble the entries below and 
email it to news@cthort.org. Deadline for September issue is August 15.

Sunday, July 17, noon - 3 p.m. – 
Connecticut Daylily Society’s annual 
meeting and summer picnic at O’Brien 
Nurserymen at 40 Wells Rd., Granby. 
Enjoy a delicious potluck picnic before 
you roam John O’Brien’s picturesque 
landscape regarded as New England’s pre-
mier hosta nursery.  Stroll the extensive 
display gardens and feast your eyes on 
1,600 hosta varieties. Take in swathes of 
Asarum, Pulmonaria, Epimedium, and 
Arisaema. Be captivated by rare dwarf 
conifers and over a hundred varieties of 
Japanese maples. No purchase required, 
but you may want to bring cash or check-
book in case you see a beauty you simply 
can’t leave behind. For more info, visit 
https://ctdaylilysociety.wordpress.com/.

Sunday, July 24 (rain or shine), 1-3 
p.m. – A Nurseryman’s Miscellany at 
Broken Arrow Nursery, 13 Broken Arrow 
Road, Hamden. Ed Bowen, proprietor 
of Opus Plants, a nano-nursery in Lit-
tle Compton, RI, discusses his favorite 

plants in the Broken Arrow quiver. Many 
of the plants discussed will be available 
for sale. Fee: $20. For details and to 
register visit: www.brokenarrownursery.
com/events.html. 

Wednesday, Aug. 3, 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m. – The Connecticut Agricultural 
Experiment Station 106th annual Plant 
Science Day at the Lockwood Farm 
research facility in Hamden. Station 
scientists will present short talks on 
mosquitoes and the Zika virus; hops as 
a new specialty crop for Connecticut; 
and the impact of climate change on 
forests and invasive insects. There will 
be barn exhibits and demonstrations 
on weed identification and control, and 
creating pollinator habitat. As always, 
the knowledgeable Station staff will be 
available to answer questions visitors may 
have. Visit http://www.ct.gov/caes/cwp/
view.asp?a=2824&q=581386 for more 
information.

130 Years And Counting!!!
The 2016-17 CT Hort. season will begin in September and will mark the start 
of our 130th season! To lead us through this milestone year, the following 
members have generously and graciously accepted CHS leadership roles for 
the upcoming season.

Officers
President  ...........................................................................Ken Stubenrauch
Vice President ......................................................................... Brett Isaacson
Secretary ....................................................................................Diane Erling
Treasurer ................................................................................Heidi Wheeler
Past President .......................................................................Nancy Brennick

Board of Directors
Gail Bruhn

Myron Marshaus
Mary Anna Martell

Keri Milne
Rotating UConn Professor

Elaine Widmer
David Witkins

Emeritus: David Berg, Rudy Favretti
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CHS Program Meeting: Sept. 15, 2016

Mark your calendar to attend the first Program Meeting of our 130th Season where CHS 2016-17 Mehlquist Award 
Winner, Dr. Mark Brand, will discuss the work that goes into the introduction of new cultivars, including several 
of his latest cold hardy rhododendrons, some of which are affectionately named: “Raise the Roof,” “Huskymania,” 

and “Buzzer Beater.” Meetings are open to everyone with a drop-in fee of $10 collected at the door from non-members. Visit 
cthort.org for more info.

CHS Program Meeting 
Meetings are open to everyone with a 
drop-in fee of $10 collected at the door 
from non-members. For more informa-
tion, visit www.cthort.org. 

Date: Thursday, Sept. 15

Time: Program starts at 7:30 p.m. 
Come early – 6:45 p.m. – to socialize, 
browse CHS library books, participate 
in the raffle, review travel fliers and ask 
plant questions.

Location: Emanuel Synagogue, 160 
Mohegan Dr., West Hartford.

Dr. Mark Brand with Ruby Ribbons, UConn photo

Saturday, Aug. 27, 10 a.m. –  Mush-
room Walk at Cedar Hill Cemetery, 
Hartford. Join Joe Lenoce of Connecticut 
Valley Mycological Society in search of 
mushrooms at Cedar Hill. During this 
educational hunt, Joe will discuss the 
basic types of fungi, where to find them 
and proper methods of collecting. After 
the walk, he will review identification 
resources while identifying any fungi 
collected. Fee: $5; CHCF & Let’s Go 
Arts Members: Free. For more info, visit 
http://cedarhillfoundation.org/visit-ce-
dar-hill/tours-and-events/. 

Sunday, Sept. 18 (rain or shine), 1-3 
p.m. – Landscaping with Unusual 
Edibles at Broken Arrow Nursery, 13 
Broken Arrow Road, Hamden. Dan Fur-
man, co-owner of Cricket Hill Garden 
in Thomaston, has expanded the peony 
production program at the nursery, and 
diversified the stock grown to include 
unusual landscape and forest edibles. 
Dan will provide an in-depth look at a 

few unusual edibles, concentrating on 
trees and shrubs that are particularly 
well suited for our state. Pawpaws and 
persimmons, two underappreciated and 
underutilized native fruit trees, will be 
highlighted. A tasting will follow the 
lecture. Fee: $20. For details and to 
register visit: www.brokenarrownursery.
com/events.html. 

Tuesday, Oct. 11, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 
p.m. – The Connecticut Invasive Plant 
Working Group (CIPWG) will present 
a symposium at the Student Union, 
University of Connecticut in Storrs. The 
symposium theme is Invasive Plants in 
Our Changing World: Learn from the 
Past, Prepare for the Future. People with 
all levels of interest and experience are 
invited to attend. This 8th biennial con-
ference features national, regional and 
local experts as well as citizen volunteers 
sharing practical solutions for invasive 
plant management and actions needed 
to promote native species and improve 

Horticultural Happenings, from page 2      

wildlife habitat. Symposium agenda and 
online registration are available at www.
cipwg.uconn.edu. Fee: Early registra-
tion - $50 (pre-Sept. 12); walk-in and 
post-Sept. 12 registration – $60. Student 
fee (with valid student ID) is $25. Fee 
includes parking and lunch. Pesticide 
Recertification and other Continuing 
Education Credits will be available.    At-
tendees are advised to register early – last 
symposium had record attendance and 
sold out with 500 attendees. On-line 
registration is preferred but if you’d rather 
pay by check, please visit the CIPWG 
website at www.cipwg.uconn.edu to 
download the registration form and mail 
it in with your payment. For additional 
information, contact Donna Ellis at 860-
486-6448; donna.ellis@uconn.edu.  
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Flower and Garden Show has always been 
one of Nancy’s specialties and loves, and 
she worked on it with passion for many 
years.  In 2013-2014, when the Society 
could no longer support the massive ef-
fort to construct a Flower Show display, 
Nancy reimagined the CHS involvement 
in the show by having members introduce 
the speakers, thereby preserving our nota-
ble presence. She always promotes CHS 
and the people in it. 

In short, Nancy has never simply filled 
one role at CHS.  When she saw a gap, 
she stepped forward to fill it.  She has a 
passion and a love for this organization 
that runs deep and strong.  She could 
only do more for CHS, if she could 
create more hours in the day. Nancy is, 
without a doubt, a most deserving person 
to receive the CHS Service Award.   

CHS Service Award Recipient – Nancy Brennick

From the day she joined CHS in 
2000, Nancy Brennick hit the 
ground running. She got involved 

in activities, volunteered for committees 
and eventually joined the Board of Direc-
tors.  She was elected to and served as Vice 
President from 2010-12. In 2012, Nancy 
charged into the role of President with 
new ideas and enthusiasm. She success-
fully urged the various CHS committees 
to rethink and revitalize their activities. 
In addition, Nancy oversaw the upgrade 
of the CHS website, the digitizing of fi-
nancial records, introduction of electronic 
methods of payment, and countless other 
improvements to the Society’s operations. 
All the while, as a fiscal conservative, she 
found ways to stretch our program budget 
to cover any costs of enhancements. 

The CHS display at the Hartford 

Education
Committee
Programs

Tour the Begonia House
Tuesday, July 12, 10 a.m.
White Flower Farm, Litchfield
Meet at White Flower Farm. Cheryl 
Whalen, White Flower Farm’s Hor-
ticulturalist and Head Gardener, will 
be our guide. Refreshments & raffle 
included. Members: $5; non-mem-
bers: $10.  
Sign up ends Thursday, July 7

Reminder - July Education 
Committee Events:

From left to right: Diane Erling , Seamus Kelly, CHS Scholarship 
Recipient, Brendan Lyga, CHS Richard Jaynes Scholarship Recipient, 
and Christopher J. Tuccio, Assistant Professor, NVCC, STEM Division 

For over half-a-century, the Connecticut Horticultural Society (CHS) has pre-
sented scholarships to deserving students who study horticulture and attend the 
University of Connecticut (UConn) or Naugatuck Valley Community College 
(NVCC). To put that into perspective, there are only five other donors who have 
consistently funded scholarships at UConn for that length of time. On Tuesday, 
May 24, NVCC held its Honors Night and Diane Erling, CHS Secretary, at-
tended the celebration representing CHS. Scholarship recipients, Seamus Kelly 
and Brendan Lyga were thrilled to be recognized for their efforts and to receive 
help with college costs. Seamus has some interesting ideas about gardening in the 
atmosphere and will return to NVCC in the fall. Brendan will transfer to UConn 
next semester to continue his education. Congratulations, Seamus and Brendan! 

FROM THE FIELD

Garden Talk and  
Farmer’s Market
Wednesday, July 27, 4 p.m.
Ballek’s Garden Center, East Haddam

Set time aside for an afternoon conver-
sation with Nancy Ballek Mackinnon 
on Unusual Plants for the Late-Sum-
mer Garden. Meet at Ballek’s, shop the 
Farmer’s Market from 4-6 p.m., hear 
about out-of-the-ordinary annuals 
and perennials that Nancy’s garden 
can’t live without, and enjoy a light 
bite. Free, due to the kindness and 
generosity of Ballek’s Garden Center. 
Sign up ends Wednesday, July 20.

To sign up for either event, 
please email: connhort@
gmail.com or call the CHS 
office at (860) 529-8713.

Ballek’s Garden Center
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Water Deeply and Infrequently
Once again, this leads to the next 
concept. Encourage your plants to 
develop deep roots by watering an 
area thoroughly and deeply and then 
allowing the soil to “dry down” over 
time. Frequent shallow watering – the 
classic 15 minutes a day every day 
or so – won’t moisten the soil down 
more than an inch at best. The goal is 
to water the soil down at least six to 
eight inches and then let it dry from 
the surface down the same amount 
before watering again.

You will have to experiment to deter-
mine what that means for your gardens. 
Measure your watering interval (time 
your watering systems run, or gallons of 
water used) and determine what’s needed 
to moisten the soil to eight inches. Then, 
check the soil over the next week or so to 
determine how long it takes to dry down. 

Once you’ve determined the formula, 
understand it will change with the sea-
sons. Temperature and rainfall vary with 
the seasons; watering needs will as well.

Also understand 
that new plantings 
will need time and 
t r a in ing  to  be -
come deeply and 
well-rooted. New 
plantings will likely 
need supplemental 
water for the first 
year.

Water Efficiently
The way you water 
also has an impact. 
Drip irrigation and 
soaker hose are the 
most efficient, delivering the water 
directly to the root system of a plant. 
Less is lost to evaporation, meaning 
less is needed overall. The slow delivery 
of water also means it soaks into the 
ground, rather than running off. If the 
ground is very dry, water will run off 
rather than soak in. If you’re using a 
watering can, deliver the water slowly, 
letting some soak in and waiting a bit 

Water-wise Gardening, from page 1      

before watering in the rest.
There are a variety of vessels that hold 

water and release it slowly over time, 
such as the olla, an earthenware jug de-
veloped both in the southwest and Asia. 
You can make your own devices using 
plastic milk jugs or similar containers and 

punching small holes in 
the bottom. Set the con-
tainer on the ground, 
or partially bury it, near 
the plants you want to 
water. Fill them with 
water and let it slowly 
leach out.

If you are using over-
head sprinklers, it is best 
to water in the early 
morning so the water 
can soak in before the 
sun and heat evaporate 
it. It’s best not to water 

in the evening, particularly if it’s humid, 
because foliage that stays moist can lead 
to fungus problems.

Bare ground can also be a problem. 
Groundcover plantings or mulch will 
shade the soil, keeping roots cool and 
more moisture in the soil.

Utilizing these tactics will reduce 
your watering needs in any year – and 
reducing chores is always a good thing! If 

There are a variety 

of vessels that hold 

water and release 

it slowly over time, 

such as the olla... 

-S. Bailey.

To save water, use an olla.

you get your water from a well it’s always 
prudent to be water-wise. These tactics 
will also delay the impact of a dry season 
on your garden and help ensure that 
your plants will better survive extreme 
conditions.  

Sarah Bailey is the Master Gardener Pro-
gram Coordinator for Hartford County 
with the Cooperative Extension Service. 
Sarah has been a CHS member since 2001.
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Caring for Tuberous Begonias

Pronunciation: beg-own’ee-uh  
Exposure: Tuberous Begonias are 
frost-tender plants that thrive in con-
tainers placed in bright, indirect light 
with little or no direct sun. Morning or 
late-afternoon sun is tolerated but they 
will not flower well in deep shade. 

Soil: Plant Tuberous Begonias in soil that 
is evenly moist but well drained. Soggy 
soil can cause the stems to snap off at the 
base and the tubers to rot.

Transplanting: Plants in 4–5" pots 
should be moved into 7–10" pots when 
the roots fill the smaller pots. A nine-inch 
clay pot works well, providing the correct 
amount of space and good drainage. If 
time and energy permit, a final move to 
12" pots will yield especially spectacular 
plants. 

Summer Care: Fertilize plants once-
a-month with a balanced (20-20-20), 
water-soluble fertilizer mixed as directed. 
Keep plants tidy by removing spent flow-
ers; cut the flowers off close to the stem 
using a sharp knife. 

Staking: Upright varieties must be 
staked. When plant is 4–6" tall, push a 
heavy, 18–20" long bamboo stake into 
the soil on the side of the plant opposite 

the points of the leaves, a few inches away 
from the main stem to avoid injuring the 
tuber. Fasten the plant to the stake with 
garden twine or soft plastic tape looped 
in a figure-eight around stem and stake. 
As the plant grows, add ties for additional 
support.

Pests: The only disease that may trou-
ble your Tuberous Begonia is powdery 
mildew – a fungus that appears as white 
powder on the leaves. Powdery mildew 
is easier to prevent than to cure, and 
placing plants in a location where air can 
circulate freely around them is the best 
prevention. If you’ve had trouble with 
powdery mildew in the past, prevent 
future outbreaks by spraying with a mild 
fungicide that you can make yourself by 
mixing one tablespoon of baking soda 
and two or three drops of insecticidal 
soap in a gallon of tepid water. Spray this 
solution every ten days during hot, hu-
mid weather. Once mildew appears, the 
only effective remedy is to spray prompt-
ly with a commercial fungicide. Follow 
the directions on the label carefully.

Overwintering: Unless you live in a 
frost-free climate, in the fall you must 
lift and store the begonia’s tuberous 
roots to carry the plant through winter. 

Allow plants to grow through November 
(or until frost) to store energy for the 
next season. To overwinter, gradually 
withhold water as the season ends and 
growth slows. Once the stems break free 
from the tubers, shake off excess soil and 
allow tubers to cure in the sun for four 
days. Wrap tubers in newspaper and store 
in open flats in a cool (45°–50° F), dry 
place like a basement. To watch a video 
on “How to Grow Tuberous Begonias,” 
please visit http://www.whiteflowerfarm.
com/how-to-grow-tuberous-begonias. 
Starting Tubers in Pots: The following 
February, plant tubers in pots just slightly 
larger than the tuber itself. Position the 
tuber one inch below the surface of the 
soil. Handle tubers with care – especial-
ly if they have begun to produce new 
growth, which is very fragile. Place them, 
hollow side up, on top of the potting 
mix. Water sparingly and place the con-
tainer in a window that provides bright 
but indirect light. Keep the potting mix 
moist but not soggy. To hasten growth, 
set the container on a heating mat or a 
radiator (with a few magazines between 
container and radiator to prevent over-
heating). Be patient! Tubers that have not 
already begun to sprout will generally 
show signs of growth within 2–6 weeks 
after planting. After the first two leaves 
emerge, transplant tubers into a nine-
inch clay pot. Lift and move tubers care-
fully to avoid damaging the roots, and 
set the top of each tuber 1–2" below the 
surface of the potting mix or garden soil.
Growing Hanging Basket Begonias: 
Hanging basket begonias - varieties with 
trailing stems—require much the same 
care as upright begonias, except that they 
look their best in a shallow container 
that can be suspended from the eaves of 
a house or from an arbor. One hanging 
basket begonia tuber in a 12" container 
makes for a spectacular and long-lasting 
display  

With Cheryl Whalen hosting the upcoming Begonia House tour on Tuesday, July 12, 10 a.m., (meet at White Flower Farm in Litchfield), 
this seems like a great opportunity to refresh our knowledge of long-blooming tuberous begonias. The following information is extracted 
from White Flower Farm’s website. To learn more about begonias (and countless other plants) please visit www.whiteflowerfarm.com.

Jean Blair Tuberous Begonia in all its glory
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CHS Travel 

Spots still available!!!

To reserve your spot or for more information, please call                 
Friendship Tours at (860) 243-1630 / toll-free (800) 243-1630  

or visit www.friendshiptours.net and select CHS Tours.

Grand Estates and 
Gardens of Pennsylvania & Delaware

Tuesday - Friday
September 13-16, 2016 

Visit some of the most beautiful gardens on the east coast 
during this four-day, weekday motor coach tour of Delaware 
and Pennsylvania. September is an ideal time of year to avoid 
the mid-summer crowds to get a behind the scenes look of:

  • Bartram’s Garden
  • Neumours Mansion 
     and Gardens
  • Hagley Museum

Exclusive access to gardens and collections not available to the 
general public are included. There is still space available for this 
garden lover’s tour. Please call for detailed itinerary and cost.

This once-in-a-lifetime adventure lets you experience spring 
blooms in the countries where these bulbs originated. Enjoy 
the breathtaking views as can only be appreciated from a state-
of-the-art, river cruise aboard a Viking Longship. The 11-day, 
9-night journey includes eight guided shore excursions, gourmet 
meals featuring fresh, regional specialties prepared by Swiss-
trained chefs, and impeccable service from your Ship Shop 
Escort, an English-speaking staff and your onboard Viking 
Concierge.

Call for pricing and ongoing promotions.

Reserve your spot for this 
festive getaway and you’ll 
be able to cross one item 
off your holiday to-do list. 
Enjoy a quintessential Ver-
mont holiday weekend at 
The Essex – Vermont’s Cu-

linary Resort & Spa, nestled at the foot of the Green Mountains 
in the scenic Lake Champlain valley. You’ll shop for treasures, 
relish a unique dining experience, site see, relax at the spa, and 
more! The days are filled with activities:
Day 1: First stop is to tour and lunch at the Waybury Inn, home 
of the ’Newhart’ show, where we will see some of the props 
from the show and enjoy learning the history of the Inn. Then, 
off to the Shelburne Museum to see the decorated trees on 
display for the holidays and to view exhibits that will include:
•  Painting a Nation: American Art at the Shelburne
•  Wyeth, Grandma Moses, Homer and more; 
•  Papering the Town: Circus Posters in America
•  Hard Edge Cool: Modern
•  Prints from the Routhier Collection.
Last stop of the day brings us to the The Essex to check-in for 
our overnight and begin our gastronomical experience! We’ll 
start with an expert cooking demo from the Chef ’s Cook 
Academy followed by a mouth-watering dinner. Finish the 
evening socializing or relaxing at the resort.
Day 2: The day begins with Sunday Brunch at The Essex that 
will leave you wanting for nothing. We’ll then depart to begin 
our trek home. The annual tradition of stopping at a garden 
center for a holiday swag or poinsettia will be upheld. Another 
stop will take us to Gardener’s Supply, best known for their 
catalog of every imaginable gardening item needed! The store 
will be decorated for the holidays and is a festive stop to pick 
up special gifts for your gardening buddies. Lunch will be on 
your own, at the Weathervane, before a final stop to Simon 
Pearce Glassblowing Studio and Factory Outlet. 

Last but not least, we’ll celebrate the ride home with a 
‘Motor Coach Holiday Party!’ and CHS gift for all!
Fee: $509 per person for double occupancy; $579 for single. 
CHS members receive a $50 discount. A deposit of $100/
person, secures your spot with full payment due by Sept. 29. 
Depart: from Emanuel Synagogue, 160 Mohegan Drive, West 
Hartford where cars can be parked for the duration of the trip.

  • Longwood Gardens
  • Chanticleer  Garden
  • Paxson Hill Farm

Christmas in Vermont
Saturday – Sunday

December 3-4, 2016 

Tulips and Windmills in Holland & Belgium
Tuesday - Friday

April 18-28, 2017 
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      CHS Calendar at a Glance
Thurs., July 7 – Deadline to sign up for 

White Flower Farm Begonia Tour
Tues., July 12 – Begonia Tour, 10 a.m. at 

White Flower Farm (pg. 4) 
Weds., July 20 – Deadline to sign up for 

Ballek’s Garden Talk & Farmer’s Market
Weds., July 27 – Garden Talk & Farmer’s 

Market, 4 p.m. at Ballek’s (pg. 4)
Mon., Aug. 15 – Deadline September 

newsletter/web submissions 
Thurs., Sept. 15 – 7:30 p.m. Program 

Meeting – Mark Brand – Mehlquist 
Award Winner & Speaker (pg. 3)

Thurs., Sept. 15 – Deadline October 
newsletter/web submissions

Fri., Sept. 30 – Plant Sale & Auction, 
Tolland County. Ag. Ctr., Vernon

Three Ways to 
Renew Your Membership

You can count on the September ‘16 to August ‘17 season 
to be a memorable one. It is the 130th Anniversary of CHS 
and, indeed, cause for celebration. There are exceptional 
speakers and events scheduled to celebrate the longevity and 
impact that CHS has made on the local horticultural com-
munity. Don’t miss a single moment! Renew by the end of 
September to take advantage of membership benefits for the 
full season. Also, please go online and login to cthort.org to 
update your membership preferences by the end of October. 

For uninterrupted membership:
1. Pay online via secure internet link directly through 

our Intuit QuickBooks account. When you choose 
this option, we save time and money by automatically 
processing payments and forms that were previously 
handled manually. 

2. Pay at the September meeting with cash, check or 
credit card. 

3. Pay by mail using a check and your renewal form. 
Visit cthort.org to download the form.

Your donation beyond basic dues strengthens 
our educational offerings by affording the ability 
to attract superior talent to our meetings. Thank 
you for considering an additional contribution. 
• Garden Builder $125
• Plant Expert $250
• Dream Designer $500
Please visit our website - cthort.org - for more
details.

Consider Becoming 
a Sustaining Member


