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Ella May

Ella from New Haven Connecticut received the Connecticut Horticultural Society’s award for
the 2026-2027 year in honor of David J.A. Smith, an Emeritus Society Member. Ella is a highly
accomplished student in the College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources at UConn,
majoring in Sustainable Plant and Soil Systems with a concentration in Sustainable Agriculture
and a minor in Sustainable Community Food Systems. She has demonstrated strong academic
excellence, maintaining an outstanding GPA of 3.9 while actively engaging in a full course load.
Ella brings extensive hands-on experience through roles such as a student farmer at Spring
Valley Student Farm, a UConn Hillel Student Ambassador, and a staff member for UConn Late
Night programming, where she supports and leads campus-wide engagement initiatives. Her
commitment to service is evident through volunteer work with organizations like the American
Red Cross, Haven’s Harvest, and local food justice initiatives, as well as participation in a
community-focused alternative spring break program addressing food insecurity. She has also
cultivated a global and cultural perspective through study abroad in Italy and by working in
diverse environments across campus and the broader community. Driven by a passion for
sustainable agriculture, community nutrition, and food systems, Ella aspires to build a career that
integrates agricultural production with community engagement, education, and potential future
entrepreneurial ventures



Laura Catuccio

Laura from Trumbull Connecticut received the Connecticut Horticultural Society’s award for the
2025-2026 year in honor of Dr. Edwin “Pat” Carpenter, a professor in Horticulture. Laura is a
dedicated student in the College of Agriculture, Health and Natural Resources at UConn,
majoring in Landscape Architecture with a minor in Ornamental Horticulture. She has
demonstrated strong academic commitment while maintaining a high GPA of 3.8 and balancing
a full course load alongside part-time employment. Laura is actively involved on campus as
secretary of the ASLA Student Chapter, where she contributes to event planning,
communication, and leadership within the organization. Her engagement extends to
extracurricular activities such as the Outing Club, intramural sports, and professional
development opportunities, including attending the ASLA National Conference.

Through her work experience, she has developed leadership and mentorship skills by training
new employees and fostering strong customer service in a fast-paced restaurant environment.
With a passion for designing outdoor spaces that promote environmental sustainability and
community engagement, Laura aspires to make a meaningful impact through her future career in
landscape architecture.

Seraphin Cutter-Nokomis

Seraphin from Windham Connecticut received the Connecticut Horticultural Society’s award for
the 2025-2026 year in honoring the memory of Ludwig Hoffman, a well-known Nurseryman.
Seraphin Cutter-Nokomis is a student in the College of Agriculture, Health and Natural
Resources at UConn, majoring in Plant Science with a focus on sustainable agriculture.

They have demonstrated resilience and determination by overcoming socioeconomic challenges,
including significant financial responsibilities from a young age while pursuing higher education.
Seraphin balances their academic work with consistent employment at Ladd’s Garden Center,
where they contribute approximately 10 hours per week and gain hands-on experience in the
field. Through their work and prior roles, they have developed leadership skills by managing
responsibilities and guiding groups in customer-focused and team-based environments.

They are actively engaged academically through participation in CAHNR seminars and student
organizations such as the Horticulture and Geology Clubs. With strong interests in plant science,
horticulture, and environmental sustainability, Seraphin aspires to pursue a career that supports
community well-being while continuing their education at the graduate level.



